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N To all PxzoPLE, 


Spirit of <hritt | 
In THEMSELVES; 


FO they may come to have a right Underſtand- 
ing of the Things of Go Þ, "and be enabled 
thereby to ſerve Him acceptably : With ſome 
Obſervations on the following Heads ; 
CONCERNING, 
1. The Univerſality) 3. Worſhip. 
| of Go yv*s Love| | 4. Baptiſm. 
| in ſending his Sog. The Supper. 
| to die for all Men. | Þ Perfection. 
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| 2. The Holy Scrip- | | 7. The Reſurrection. 
tures. The Concluſion. 


8. 
$A 
#rove all Things, and bold faſt thas which is good " becauſe that 


{ which may be known vf God, is manifeſ# in them, i Theil. 
v. 21. Rom. i. 19. 
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PREFACE 


Friendly Reader, 


HAT is here prejented to thy View, is 
written in great Love, and I deſire that 
' the Lord by his Holy Spirit, may give thee à 
right Underſtanding of the Truths herein laid 
down, Oar Principles and Doctrine has been 
ver) much miſrepreſented, and many of our 
Friends Words and Writings have been wreſtca 
and miſcconſtrued by many, who wanted Cha— 
rity which is the Bond of Perfection: The Apo- 
file has excellently deſcribed it, in his firſt Epi- 
file to the Corinthians, he ſaith, 
Charity ſuffereth long, and is Boe "3+. 39 
kind, Charity envieth not, Cha- 
rity vaunteth not it ſelf, is not puffed up, 
doth not behave it ſelf unſeemly, ſeeketh 
not her own, is not eaſily proyoked, think- 
eth no Evil, rejoiceth not in Iniquity, but 
rejoiceth in the Truth, Oh, that it might pre- 
vail among the Children of Mea univerſally 
that ſo there might be no envying one another: 


2 Charity 
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(iv) 
Charity is ſo far from ſpeaking Evil, or doing 
Evil, that it gy no Hvil: Although 
faith the Apoſile, I beſtow all my 
13. . Goods to Rd the Poor, and give my 
Body to be burned, and have not 
Charity, it profiteth me not, Ir is greatly 10 
be deſired, that all might endeavour to excell 
herein, that ſo there might be a holy Harmony 
amongſt the Children of Men. "This Treatiſe 
boing ſiuall, may come into many Hlauds, where 
tome larger Books, that give a more full and 
particular Account of our Doctrine and Princi- 
ple s, may not come; and if the Obſervations 
that are made on the ſcucral Heads touched up- 
on, may have the good Effect to remove Preju- 
dice, and open the Under ſtanaing of the Reltgi- 
045 and well-minded, it will very much an{wer 
dhe Deſire of him, who wiſhes well to Thee, and 
i all Men; 
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CURISTIAN LOVE 


To all PRO SYLE, Oc. 


| S the Lord hath been ſo wonderful 
gracious and kind to the Children of 
Men, who weregone aſtray from 
him, that he has /ezt the Spirit of his wee he 
Son into their Hearts, to be a Guide and 
Teacher to them; it is greatly to be deſired, 
they might all take Heed unto it, that there- 
by they may be enabled ro withitand and 
reſiſt the Enemy of their Souls, in all his 
Temptations and Aſſaults; for it is certain, 
as Chriſt ſaid, without me you can do nothing; 
we are not able without the Help of his 
Spirit, to reſiſt the leaſt Temptation ; for 
in that Divine Light, which lig hteth 
every Man that cometh into the World, $098 4+ 16 
giving Men and Women a Sight and Dif- 
covery of that which is evil, there is Power 
to enable them to withſtand and reſiſt the 
A 3 Enemy 
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Enemy ia all his Temptations, as they take 
Heed to it; but many People are Strangers 
to this Divine Light, tho? the Apoltle Paul 
tells us, how Men may know it, he faith 
All Things that are reproved, are mad? 
manifeſt by the Light ; for whatſoever 
aoth make manifeſt is Light. It is no 
Sin to be tempted, if Men {ſhut out 
the Temptation as ſoon as it is preſented ; 
tor we read that Chriſt was tempted ſeve- 
ral Ways, but he overcame the Tempter by 
reſiſting of him; the Apoſtle James faith, 
refift the Devil and ſe will flee, and draw 
nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to 
yor. It is to this holy Light and Spi- 
rit, that lets People fee the Evil, when it 1s 
preſented, that we endeavour to turn the 
Minds of the Children of Men, that thereby 
they may be enabled to withſtand the Ene- 
my in all his Temptations; we read that 
he Nations of them nhich are javed, 
„ maſt walk in the Light of the Lamb : If 
: loha we walk in the Lioht, faith John, as he 
tf i; 1mthe Light, then have we Fellowſhip 
one 1thanothr, and the Blood of Jeſus Chrijt 
his Son, tleauſeth us from all Sin. If all that 


Fpheſ. 5. 13. 


Mat. 4.1. 


Jaines 4+ 
7, 5. 


roles to be the Followers of the Lord Je- 


n Chriſt, did but walk in this Holy Light 
they ought to do, then they would ſhew 
forth Chrijlionity in the Purity of it, and 
adorn the Doctrine of God our Saviour, by 
cheir Good and Holy Living; we read, thz 
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Light ſhined in Darkneſs, and the 
Darkneſs camprehended it not, How 
many that are Strangers to this Holy Light 
which God has cauſed to ſhine in Men's 
dark Hearts, have ſpoke Evil of it; and alſo 
of many that have born Teſtimony to it, 
we read that the Apoltle Paul, was ſent to 
turn Men from Darkneſs to Light, and from the 
Power of Satan unto God. And this is the 
reat Labour now of them that are truly the 
Miniſters of Chriſt, to turn the Children of 
M-n to that true Light, which we 
"ead, lighteth every Man that cometh John 1. g. 
auto the World, This Divine Light 
ought not to be rejected, nor the true Way 
of worſhipping God, deſpiſed ; becauſe 
they may be evilly ſpoken of by many that 
are ignorant of them: The Way in which 
the Apoſtle Paul worſhipped God, ſome that 
were Strangers to it, counted it He- . 
re/;, and the Believers, a Sect every ve 
Here ſpoken againſt; and it was ſaid Acts 28. 
concerning Chriſt, have any of the 7 
Rulers, or 'Phariſees, believed on him, 18. > 
but this People, who know not the Law 
are accurſed, They were ſo ignorant, that 
they counted them that believed in 
Chriſt accurſed. Many of the Children of 
God have been evilly ſpoken of, by them 
that were Strangers to the Lord, Behold, 
faith John, what Manner of Love th? 
Father hath beſtowed upon as, that we 
ſhould be called the Saus of Cod, there 
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fore the World kuow us not, becauſe it knew 


him not. He aſſigns the Reaſon, why the 
World knew him not, becauſe, faith he, 
it knew him not: While Saul was ignorant of 
God, he perſecuted his People; all his 
Learning and Scholarſhip did not give him 
the Knowledge of God, nor yet the 45 avi 
ledge of his People ; Ard Saul) 
breathing out Threatnings and Saag. 
ter againſt the Diſciples of the Lord, 
wwent unto the Hish-Prieſt, and ef red of him 
Letters to Damaicus, that if he found any of 
this Way, whether they were Mea or Women, be 
ig hit bring them bonnd to Jeruſalem; and as 
be was qonr neying to Damaſcus, ſuddenly there 
feiner round about him a Liont from Heaven, 
aud ve heard @ Voice ſapins, Saul, Saul, why 
2 Jecuteſl thou me ? And he ſaid, who art thou 
1 ora? And the Lora ſaid, I an: Jeſus whom 
1houy perſecuteſt, tt is hard for thee to Hic agarnſt 
the Pricts, It is to be feared, that many do 
Not know that it is the Lord 'by lis Spirit, 
hat inwardly pricks them when they do a- 


Acts 9. 1, 
25 32 Jy 


1 Now here is the Ground of Perſecu— 


tion, when Men know not God, nor them 
chat are truly his People, they periecute the 
true Worſhipers of God as Hereticks : How 
many of the Martyrs in Queen Mary's Days, 
were perſecuted, and put to Death as He- 
reticks, by them that were ignorant of God, 
and how many of car Friend have been per- 
ſecuted unto Death, by them that were 
etrangers 
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Strangers to the Lord and his People; but 
as it was of old, ſo it is now, he that is born 
| after the Fleſh, perſecutes him that is born after 
| che Spirit; we read how Chrilt ſaid to his 
Followers, If the World hate you, ye know tha: 
| it hated me before it hated jou: If je 
were of the 22 the World . SER 5 

' love his own, but becauſe ye are not 

f the World, therefor e the World bateth yoa : re. 
member the Word that I ſaid unto you, the Se: - 
vant is aot greater than the Lord; if they have 
perſecuted me, they will alſo perſecute you. It 
has often been the Lot of many of the Fol- 
lowers of Chr:/t, to be perſecuted and revil- 
ed, and evilly ſpoken of; but our Saviour, 
to encourage his Diſciples to bear Perſecution 
and the Reproaches and Revilings of Men, 
| ſaith, *Eleſſed are je when Men ſball _ 
revile you, and perſecute yorty, and 78 
hall ſay all Manner of Evil upainſt 

| you, faſly for my Sake, rejoice and be exceedins 
glad, for great is your Reward ia Heaven, fur 
| ſo perſecuted they the Prophets which were before 
ou. Although they that believed in Ci, 
were accounted accurſed by ſome, it was 
happy for them who did believe in, and re- 
ceive him, to ther: he gave Power to = 
| become the Sons of God. This is the Ihn 1. 12. 
great Bleſſing which they have, that receive 
Christ by his Spirit into their Hearts, às 
they are ſubject to him, they do not only re- 
| receive 
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end) 
receive Power to conquer their Luſts and 
Paſhoas, but alſo to do the Will bf God, 
and keep his Commands. But how many 
that are Strangers to the inward Appearance 
of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by his Light and 
Spirit in Men's Hearts, have look'd upon it 
as {ſtrange Doctrine to preach Chriſt within. 
e this is the Myſtery which hath been hid 
ol. 
20, 27. from Ages, and from Generations, but 
now 1s wade manifeſt to his Saints, to 
ohm God would make known, what ts the 
Riches of the Glory of this Myſtery among the 
Gentiles, which is Chrift in you the Hop of 
Glory, And when ſome of our Friends have 
born Teſtimony tothatDivine Light 
which lighteth every Man that cometh 
iuto the Morld, many have made a Wonder 
of it, how the Light could be in Men; and 
have ſpoken lightly of the Spirit, although | 
1 read, as mary as are led by the 
Ren, S. 9. Spirit of God, they are the Was of 
God. If any Mon, faith the A Apo- |; 
itie, hath not the Spirit of Chriſt, he ts none of ff 
bis. If Men have not this Spirit tor. their 
Guide, they cannot be Chriſtians, nor mem 
bers of Ch1i/ts Church, although they may 11 
be ſtrict in obſerving of a great many out- 
„Ward Obſervations, for we read, / 
that in Chriſt Jeſus, neither Circum- 0 
ciſian, nor Lacireumdciſiun avaiteth any Thing, 0 
but a n2w Creature, Ir is as Men come : 
& to be born of the Divine Nature, being, |» 
created 
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| | (11) 
and | created a new in Chrift Jeſus, unto good 
od, | Works, that they come to have a right Un- 
any | deritanding of the Things of God; 
nce ! ] thazk thee, O Father, ſaid Chriſt, 25, 26. 
| Lord of Heaven and Earth, becauſe 
n it thou haſt hid theſe Things from the Miſe and i 
hin.] Prudent, and haſt revealed them :nto Babes, | 
hid | even fo Father, for fo it ſeemed good in thy 
but Sight. He that is truly a Child of God, and 
to born of his Spirit, has more true and ſenſi- 
the | ble Knowledge of God, and alto of rhe my- 
the | fteries of his Kingdom, than Men 1n their na- 
e of | tural and unconverted State can attain unto, 
ave | by all their Wiſdom and Parts; for we 
ght read, that the natural May recei teil 
neth) not the Things of the Spir it of God, 
der for they are Fooliſhnoſi unto him, hei- 
and ther can he know them, becauſe? they are ſpiritu- 
ug | olly diſcerned. They are beyond his Reach 
and Comprehenſion, the Apoſtle 
5 of faith, prove all IHing e, and hold faſt , 
po- hat which is good. Now the way 
» of for Men to have a right and clear Diſcovery 
heir of the Truth, is to come to that Divine 
em- Light, which God has canicd to thine in 
nay Ae, Hearts; the Apoſtle faith, 
but- 'G ad, who e the Lioht to . 
ead, bine ont of Dar&zeſs, hath ſoined In 
HI} O Hearts, to ge the Liv: 74 of t he Nu. ole ang 
ing, jof th. Glory of God, 'n the Face of Jets E 'hri/t. . 
Mc And as the Lord by his Light, gives thee 


ing | Sight and Diſcovery of the Truth, 1 defire 
ted | | that 
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that thou mayſt embrace it, and joyn witli 
it; the Lord, faith the Prophet, has ſhowz to 
thee, C Man, what is prod, and what he re- 
quires of thee, to ao juſtly, love Mercy, and 


we 
a Fo — 


by his Holy Light doth not only ſhew men 
that which is good, and what he requires of 


them; but he is near to ſhew them that 


which is Evil, in its very firſt Appearance, 
e that (hews to Man his Ihoug hits, faith thc 


Prophet, the Lord of Hoſts is his Name; the | 


Apoltle faith, whatſoever makes manifeſt, is 
int, ana whatſoever is reproved, is made ma. 


witelt bj the Light. Now this Holy Light 
which gives Men a Sight and Diſcovery of 


that Which is Evil, when it is preſented, 
15 the great Touch Stone that we deſire all 
may come to. It Men do not take Heed to 
this, they may ſoon err in Judgment, and 
receive and embrace falſe Doctrine, and 
wrong Principles. And Men's receiving 
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once entertain a Belicf, that there is no 
Poſſibility of their conquering and overcom- 
ing their Corruptions while here, what En- 
| couragement is there for them to war a- 
gainſt them; or if they believe that there is 
a Purgator , or a Place in wiich they may 
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Falſe and wrong Opinions, doth very much 
Open 2 Door for wrong Practices. It Men 


e cleanſed from their ſins after Death, it 
„ no Wonder, it they live to tultil and gra- 
tity their own carnal Delires and Inclinations | 


But 


walk humbly with thy God. Now the Lord 
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gut it is his Work that was a Lyar from 
he Beginning, to perſwade Men to bclicve 
his; we do not read, that the rich man, 
hat we have an Account of in Lake, met 
with any Place of cleanſing atter Death. 
And if men entertain a Belief, that God has 
before ordained a great Part of mankind to 
periſh, and the reſt to be ſaved; and that 
the Numbers are ſo fix'd, that none can be 
iminiſhed from them that are to periſh, 
jor any added to the Number of them that 

re to be ſaved, What need any Body take 
any Care about another world: 'I his Do- 
ctrine doth very much deſtroy Religion and 
Chriſtianity, I believe ſome have been ſo 
darkned in their Underitandings, that they 
have not ſtuck to ſay that God has fore-or- 
da ined whatever comes to pats; that he has 
appointed the Murderer to murder, and the 
Thief to ſteal, that ſo they might conlequent- 
ily periſh. How coatrary 1s this Doctrine 
ito whar we rezd in the Holy Scripture, 
where the Lord has ſaid, as be 
lives he hath no Pleaſure ia the 
Death of a Sinner, but rather that 
he ſhould return and live ; and al. 
though we read, that they have built the high 
| Places of Tophet, which is ia the Vallzy of th? 
Son of Hinnom, to burn their Sons aud Daugh- 
| ters iu the Fire, yet laith the Lord, I commanded 
| them wot, neitler came it into wy Hewit, Al- 
| though this came to paß, the Lord was Fo 
ar 


Ezek. 23. 11 
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hath choſen the fooliſh Things of ths World 10. 


(31) 
far from ordaining of it, that ſpeaking aſter |S; 
the manner oi Men, he ſaid, it came not into lie 
his Heart. It would be «bominable to ſay, [C 
that God ordains all the wicked Things n 
which come to paſs. IT wiſh that all would ! { 
be caretul how they are impoſed upon, to} a 
receive any Doarines, which are repugnant a 
to the Doctrine of Chriſt, and the primitive I 
Chriſtians, recoided in the Holy Scriptures ; | a 
and that People would compare their Do. b 
Trine with the Doctrine there laid down, b 
and fee how the correſpond. It has pleaſed i 
God to raiie up a People to preach the ſame! c 
Doctrine, and bear the fame Teſtimony, 
that the Apoliles and primitive Chriſtians © 
bore; John ſaith, we are of God, 1 
Acc 4 be that knoweth God, heareth as, be 
that is not of God, heareth not us. 
I defire that none may reject the Truth, be. 
cauſe it may be held forth by a People that 
are deſpiſed, by many that do not rightly: 
know them, fer you ſee your Cal- 
1 Cor. 1. 26, 
27, 28, 29. ling, Brethren, how that not many 
wiſe Men after the Fieſh, not many 
Mighty, not many Noble, are called, but God 
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confound the Wiſe, and God bath choſen the 
weak Things of the World to confound Things 
that are Might; , and baſe Things of the I orta, 
aud 1 ings which are deſpiſed, hath God choſen 
Joe, and hings which are not, to bring to naught 
Ihings that are, that no Fleſh ma gor) in hid 
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(14) 
Sight. Although the moſt of them that be- 
lieved in, and received the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, were not the wiſe and mighty and 
noble; yet we may conclude ſafely, that 
{ome of the wiſe, ec. did believe in him; 
and although the Generality of them, that 
are now come to believe in, and receive the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt in his ſpiritual Appear- 
ance, are not of the wile and noble, yet 
bleſſed be the Lord, ſome ſuch are come to 


Wn, 
aſed 


believe in, and receive Chriſt by his Spirit 
into their Hearts; and that all may thus re- 


ame ceive him, is my ſincere Deſire. 


Ony/;, 
lans 


d vo the Holy Scriptures, 
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„that Men may 
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' ſending bis Son to die for all Men. 


1. T be Untverſality of God's Love in 


E freely own, that it is the Duty of the 
Children of Men to believe in Chriſt, 


as he did outwardly appear; and we hold it 
to be abſolutely needful, that they believe in 
his Death and Sufferings, and what he has 
done for them, without them, where it has 
| pleaſed God to afford them the Benefit of 


that declare therof; 
yet we believe this outward Knowledge is 
not ſo abſolutely eſſential to Salvation, but 
be ſa ved by the Lord Jeſus 
| Chriſt, that ſuffered upon the Croſs for them, 
if they are ſubject to his Spirit in their 


in big Hearts, although their Lots may be caſt in 
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| ( 16). 
ſuch remote Parts of the World, that are 
Jeprived of the Benefit of the Holy Scrip- 
rures, and may know nothing of thy Cont 
ing of CY. tit in the Fleih, tor the Apoſtle 
Paul in the 5th of the Rom 25 faith, as by the. 


Vance of One, Judgment came upon all Men to 
: Ge won, even ſo by the Righteouſneſs of 


One, the fres Gift came upon all Men to alte 
fication of Life ; ; for as all Men partake of the 
Fruit of 44:5 Fall, by Reaſon of that evil! 


Seed, Which through lim is communicated 


unto them, which inclines them unto Evil, 


although many Thouſands ot them never 
heard of the Fall of Adam, nor of his Eating 


of the forbidden Fruit; ſo we believe many 
may,. and do receive Benefit by the Lord 


Jeſus Chriit, as they take Heed to that di- 
vine Light and Grace, which is communi- 
cated to Mankind univerſally, through him, 
U they may know nothing of his 


alrnoug 
Comiag in the Fleſh. Now though we hold 
it abſolutely needful, that Men believe in 
the D-ath and Sufferings of Chriſt, where 
they have the Benefit of the Holy Scriptures 
that declare thercof, as is before obſerved ; 
yet all this Knowledge will not earitle to a 
Part in the Kingdom of God, without they 
know him that died for them, to ſave them 
out of thoſe Things that unfit them tor that; 
Holy Kingdom, into which nothing that is 


unclean canenter. | | 


But 
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But becauſe we bear Teſtimony to the 
inward Appearance of the Lord fe- 
ſus Chriſt, by his Light and Spirit 
in Men's Hearts, ſome have been fo unkind 
and unjuſt, that they have not ttuck to lay, 


John 1. 9. 


a lo that we deny'd the Lord ſeſus Chriſt, that 
's of} ſuffered without the Gates at Jeraſalem for 


aſt i- | 

the! 
evil 
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Evil, verſally ; 
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| [boald taſte Death for every Man. My 


us, which is a very great Abuſe upon us, 
for we hr mly believe in him, that was born 
of the Virgin Mary, that ſuitered upon the 
Croſs for the Redemption of Mankind uni- 
and we are fo far from denying 
him that died for us, and rote again, and 
aſcended into Heaven, and is come again by 
his Spirit into our Hearts, that we hold forth 
his Death and Sufferings in a far more ex- 
tenſive Manner, than many others do; for 
a great many will have it, that Chriſt only 
died tor the Believers, and a Part of Man- 
kind, but we believe according to the Scrife 
ture, that he taſted Death for every Man, 
but wwe ſee Jeſus, who was made a little 
lower than the Angels, cromned with 
(ilory and Honour, that he by the Grace of God 


Heb. 2. 9. 


1 John 2. 


little Chilaren, theſe Things write I 1, 2. 


unto you, that ye (ta not; and if any 

Al ſin, we hate an Ann. = the Ta- 

For, Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous: Aud he is the 
Propitiation for our Sins, and not for ours only, 
bat aljo for the Sias of the whole World, Here 


i 16 the wonderful Love of God fet forth to 
U 


B Man- 


(15) 

Mankind univerſally, therefore, as by the 
8 Offence of one, Judgment came upon 
15. all to Condemnation; even jo by the 

Righteouſneſs of one, the free Gift | 
came upon all Men to Tuſtification of Life: So 
that the Plaſter is as broad as the Sore. Now 
although we believe, that Chriſt has by his | 
oftering up of himſelf once for all, cleared 
the Score, ſo far upon the Account of Man- 
kind in general, that no Man will periſh be- | 
cauſe of the Sin of Adam; yet we do not 
believe that the Death and Sufferings of 

Chriſt without the Gates of Jeruſalem, will 

render Men juſtified, and acceptable in the 

Sight of God; except they know him that 

; died for them, to redeem them out of actual 

; Sinning, and from thoſe Things that unfit | 


| 
| 
ö 
G 


; them for the Kingdom of God. Mom je not, ; 
I faith the Apoſtle, that the Unrizh | 
| Cor. 6. 9, f | 

| 19, 11. Teous ſhall not inherit the Ring dom 


of God, be not deceived, neilher 
Fornicators, nor Idolators, nor Aduiterers, nor 
Effeminate, nor Abuſers of themſelves with 
q Mankind, nor Thieves, nor Covetous, nor 
| Draakards, nor Revilers, nor Extortioners, 

| {ball inherit the Kingdom of God; and fuch 
were ſome of you, but ye are waſhed, bat ye are 
ſanctiſied, but ye are juſtified in the Name of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and by the Spirit of our 
God, Here the Apoſtle has clearly ſet forth 
how Men are juſtitied. Now this is What 
we are concerned for, that all People may 
Come 
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vhat. * 
may 
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(19) 
come to know the Lord to work a Change in 
their Hearts, and waſh them by his Spirit, 
hz hath ſaved us by the waſhing of 


Negeneration, aud the Renewing of 


the Holy Ghoſt, which he hath ſhed on 
us abundantly, through Jeſus Chriſt our Savi— 
our. Now here is Salvation and Juſtification 
by Chriſt, upon a true and right Foundati- 
on, and ſhe ſhall bring forth a Son, 
and thou ſhalt call his Name Jeſus, for 
he ſhall ſave his People from their Sias. Mark 
that Salvation from Sin, is the Way for 
Men to be ſaved by Chriſt, from the Wrath 
to come; for we read, that Tribu- 
lation and Anouiſh will be upon every "Ras 
Soul of Mazn that dot) Evil, firſt up- 
en the Jew, and alſo upon the Gentile; there 
:s therefore now, no Condemnation to them 
which are in Chrijt Jeſus, who wall not after 
the Fleſh, but after the Spirit, As Men come 
to witneſs a being waſhed and ſanctified, 
and brought into Chriſt, and know their a- 
biding to be in him, they are redeemed cut 
of thote Things that bring Condemnation. 
It any Man be in Chriſt, he is a new Crea- 
ture, whoſoever aviadeth in him, ſin— 
neth not: We know, that whoſoever 
is born of God, ſinneth wot, but he 
keepeth himſelf, and that wicked one 
toucheth him not : He that believes on 
the Son of God, hath the Witneſs in himſelf. 
This is the Sum of all, tor Men fo to live, 
B 2 that 


Titus 3. 5. 
Ee 


Mat, 1. 21, 


1 Jon. 3. 8. 


1 Joh 5.19» 


4 
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that they have the Witneſs in themſelves, 


that they pleaſe God ; we read concerning 
Enoch, that before he was tranſlated, he had 


this Teſtimony, that he pleaſed God, if 


our Heart condemn us, Goa ts great- 
20, 21. er, and knoweth all Things; if our 
Heart condemn us not, then bave we 
Confidence towards God, Friendly Reader, 
whoever thou art, that art condemned and 


1 John 3. 


reproved in thy ſelf, for that which is Evil, 


I tenderly deſire, chou mayſt turn to that 
Holy Spirit, which doth inwardly reprove 
thee for it, if I go not away, the Comforter will 
not come unto jou, but if I depart, I 
John 14. ill * 1 
7. 8. will ſend him unto you, and when he 
in come, he will reprove the Worla of 
Si The fame Holy Spirit that reproves 
Men for Sin, will not only give them Power 
over thole Things that they arc overcome 
with, which are evil, if they take heed unto 


ic, but as they come out of thote Things, 


they are reproved for, it will be a Divine 
Comforter to them, and they will be inward— 
ly juſtified in themſelves, We read, that 
1 the Grace of God, that brinceth Sal- 
3 Luation, hath abpgared unto all Men, 

teaching us, that denying Ungodlineſs, 
and worlaly Luſts, we ſhould live e ſoberly, rip h= 


zeouſl), ana godly in this preſent World, looking | 


for that bleſſed Hope, and the glorious anpear- 
ing of the great God, and our Saviour Jeſus 


Chriſt, who gave bimlelf for us, that he might 
redeem 


(21) 
redeem ns from all Iniquity, and puriſie unto 
himlelf a peculiar People, zealous of good Work. 
Now aithough the Apoltle has here ſo ex- 
cellently born Teſtimony to the Suificiency 
and Univerſallity of the Grace of God, many 
are ſo narrow, that they are not willing to 
own, that Chri/t has died for all, nor will 
they allow, that ſaving Grace is given to all, 
altho' we read, that a Maniteltation of the 
Spirit is given to every Man, to profit with- 
al. And ia the Parable of the Sower, that 
went forth to ſow, the Seed fell on all the 
four ſorts of Ground, but it did not bring 


forth Fruit to Perfection ; ſave only in the 
, Fo 


3 


1 


; 19 10 Election nn ig hi 


| ber, the Elder ſhall ſerve the Jounger; as it 1s| 


good Ground; and the unprofitable Servant 
had a Talent committed to him, which was 


ſufficient for him, if he had but improved 


it; 'tis plain, that the Fault was ia himſelf, 
ſo that if any Man periſh, he is the Cauſe or 
his own Deltruction, as it was faid of Ie, 
O 1/rael, thou hait deftroyed thy ſelf, but 
thy Help is in me! God gave them 
of his good Spirit to inſtruct them, but 
they rebelled agatnſt him. Many for 
want of a right Underſtanding, have made 
a very wrong Uſe of Paul's Words in the th 
of the Romans, for the Children being not yet 
born, neither having done Good or 

Ewil, that the Purpoſe of God accora- 
{ ſt aud, not 0 
Works, but of him that calleth, it was {aid unto 


Neh. 9. 
20, 26. 


Rom. 9. 11. 
212, $36 
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written, Jacob have I loved, but Eſau have T 
hated. Now the Apoſtle doth not ſay, that 
before the Children were born, it was faid, 
8 have I loved, and Eſau have I hared, 
ut that the Elder ſhall ſerve the Younger ; 
and as tis written, Jacob have I loved, and 
Eſau have I hated, He has Reference to 
what is written: read Obediah, for thy Vio- 
lence againſt thy Brother Jacob, ſhame 
{ball cover thee, and thou ſhalt be cut 
off for ever. If God had hated Eſan, and or- 
dained Pharoah to periſh before they were 
born, he would have been a Reſpecter of 
Perſons, which is contrary to the Apoſtle | 
Peter's Teſtimony, I perceive of a 
Truth, ſaid he, that God is no Re- 
ſpetter of Perſons, but in every Nati | 
on he that feareth him, and worketh Righiteouſ- 
nels, is accepted with him. Here are the Con- 
ditions laid down, upon which all People 
may be accepted of God, for we believe, as 
it is the Will of God, that all Men ſhould be 
iaved, he gives to every Man a Day of Viſi- 
ration, in Which he inwardly ftrives with 
them, by his Holy Spirit to reclaim them, he 
LOVE long with the People in the old World, 
aud the Lord ſaid, my Spirit ſhall ant 
Alis [{rive with Man, becauſe he is 
4% Fieſh. There was a Time, in which 
tlie, might have been faved, but they would 
not be reclaimed, from thoſe Things that 
wore ditſplegüng to him, therefore he cut 
them 


Oed. 1.10. 


Acts 10. 
347 350 


Ken. 
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them off in his Wrath; and there was alſo 
a Time in which the Inhabitants of Jerauſa- 
lem might have been gathered, but they 
would not, and our Saviour wept over them 
and ſaid, O Jeruſalem! Jeruſalem, Thou 
that killeſt the Prophets, and jtoneſt 
them which are ſent unto thee, how 
often would I have gathered thy Chil- 
dren together, even as a Hen oathereth her 
Chickens under her Wings, and ye would not? 
Behold, your Houſe is left unto you deſolate. 
Chriſt did not ſay, they could not be ga- 
thered, but ſaid, thou wouldſt not; ſo that 
the Reaſon why they were not gathered, 
was not in the Lord, but in themſelves ; but 
if God by a ſecret Decree had before hand 
determined their Deſtruction, why ſhould 
he have ſent his Servants to them, in order 
that they might be gathered ; and what will 
People make of our Saviour's weeping over 
them, if they were before ordained inevita- 
bly to periſh. I wiſh all oy conſider theſe 
Things ſeriouſly, the Apoſtle faith, what if 
God, willing to ſhem his Wrath, and 
make his Power known, endured with RW + Fs 
much long ſuffering the Veſſels of Wrath fitted to 
Deſtruction ;, and why is this long ſuffering, 
but in order that they might be gained upon, 
why was the long: ſuffering of God, 


Mat. 23. 


which waited in the Days of Noah, Net. 3. . 


while the Ark was preparing, but that they 
might be reclaimed from their wrong 


B 4 Doing. 
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Doings : When Pharoah had refuſed to le 


Iirael go, and ſaid, who 7s the Lord 
* that 1 ſhould obey his Voice, to let 
Iſrael e? T know not, ſaid he, the Lord, 
neither will J let Irael go; then we read, 
that the Lord Faid, I witl harden 
Pharaoh's Heart, ad multiply my 
Sions and my Wonders in the Land of Eg 2ypt; 
|... and the Lord [hewed his Power in 
5 ” his Deſtruction, as he did in the 
Deſtruction of the old World; but 
ot it be conſider'd, that they brought this 
upon themſelves, by their rebelling againſt 
him, for why ſhouid the Lord have ſtriven 
with the old World, if he had determined 
their Deſtruction before hand. Friendly 
Reader, I deſire the Lord may open thy Un- 
derſtanding by his Holy Spirit, that thou 
nmayſt have a right diſcerning of theſe 
Things, Peter ſaith, account that the lons-ſuf- 
8 fertng of cur Lord ts Salvation, even 
313 as our beloved Brother Paul alſe, 
according to the Ii dom given unto 
him, hath written unto you, as alſo tn all his 
E /#/tles, ſpeaking in them of theſe Ihings, iu 
which are ſom: Linas hard to be underſtood, 
which they that are unl: arned, and unſtablc, 
in Teſt, cs they do alſo the other Seriptures, unto 
Heir own Deſtruftion, If Peter had meant, 


ads. . 


that it was them that were outwardly un— 


learned, that wreſted Pauls Words, we 
read that he and Joh were both ſa id to be 
unlearned 


„ — © — — „ — 


C7 
unlearned and ignorant Men, nom 

u ben they ſaw the Boldneſs of Peter 1 

and John, and perceived that they were unlearn- 
» Jed and ignorant Men, they marvelled, and they 
too Ryowleage of them, that they had been di 
n Fheſus. It was they then, and it is ſuch, 
ny (now, as arc unlcarned in the School of 
t; IChriſt, that did and do wrelt Paul's Words; 


in Jand if People do not come to learnot Chriſt, 
he it is no wonder if they put wrong and grols 
ut {Conſtructions upon many Places of the Holy 


us JScriprures; but altho' this Place has been 
made very ill uſe of by many, the Apoſtle 
en Paul doth giv2 ample and full Teſtimony of 
ed the good Will of God to Mankind. 
J exhort, faith he, therefore, that ret; : 
In- | firſt of all, Supplications, Prayers, Ia- 
ou } rerceſſions and giving of Thanks, be made for all 
ele I Mes; for Rings, and for all that are in Author: 
ſuf- that we may lead a quiet and peaceable Life, 1a 
ven all Goalineſs and Honeſty; for this is good and 
ſo, ¶ acceptable in the Sight of God, our Savicar, 
i who will have all Men to be ſaved, and to come 
his unto the Knowledge of the Truth. If the Apo- 
in ſtle had believed, that a Part of Mankind 
oo, were ordained to periſh, before they were 
tle, born, he would not have adviled Timothy to 
Into pray for all Men, and told him, that it was 
ant, the Will of God, that all Men ſhould be ta- 
un- ved: ſo that if any Man periſh, as is before 
we Joblerved, the Fault is in himſelf, fay 4e 
0 be fem, as Ilive, /a'th the Lord God, I hive no 
| Pleaſure 


(26) 
Pleaſure in the Death of the Wicked, bat that 
the Wicked turn from his Way and 
live. When I ſhall ſay to the Righ. 
teous, that he ſhall ſurely live; "if 
he truſt to his own Riohteonfaeſs, and commit 
Taiquity, all his Righteouſneſs ſhall not be re— 
membred, but for his Iniquity that he hath com- 


Eze. 32, 11 
13, I4, 19» 


mitted, he (hall die for it. Again, when I ſay| 
unto the Wicked, thoa fhalt [arely die, if te 
turn from his Sin, and do that which is lawful 
ard right, if the Wicked reſtore the Pleape, give! 
agoin that he had robb: d, walk in the Statutes 
of Life, without committing Iniquity, he ſhal 
ſarel live, he ſhall not 775 I with that all 
might feriouſly confider this, and that all 
who think they ſtand, and are ſecure, may 


take Heed leſt they fall; and that they wh 
have gone into ev1l Things, may be en 
couraged to return to the Lord, by true Re 
pentance and Amendment of Life, that they 


may find Mercy at his Hand, as the Pro4 


phet faith, let rhe Wicked forſaks hi 
Way, and the unriguteous Mas hi 
Lai lis, aud return to the Lord, and he wil 


Lid. 4. 7. 


have Aſcrejñ, and to our God, ind he will a 
bungantly pardon. We are not of their Mindy 


tii2t ſay, once in Grace, and ever in Grace 
or that the leaſt Degree of true and tavin' 
Grace cannot be fallen trom ; but we believ 
Men may now, as ſome of old did, mal 
Shipwreck of Faith and a good Conſcience 
and trom what is belore faid, it is uu 
tha 
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that a righteous Man may turn from his 
Righteouſneſs, therefore it id good for all to 
be watchful : What I ſay to you, faid Chri/? 
to his Followers, I fay to all, watch. No 
Man is longer fate than he is upon his watch. 
It was when Davidand Peter were off their 
watch that they fell, and the Miſcarriages that 
are among the Children of Men, are owing 
to their Unwatchfulneſs ; not but that we 
believe, the Grace and good Spirit of God is 
ſufficient to keep Men from falling and fin- 
ning, and out of all Evil and hurtful Things. 
as they rake Heed unto it; unto which 
Grace, Friendly Reader, I commend thee 
for Safety and Preſervation. 


_ 


2. Concerning the Holy Scriptures. 

LTHO' fome have miſrepreſented us, 

N as tho? we undervalued or dil efteem'd 
the Holy Scriptures, of the Old and New 
Teftament ; yet we do bleſs the Lord, and 
have great Cauſe ſo to do, that the excellent 
Counſel therein contained, which proceeded 
from the Spirit of God, is preſerved upon 


Record to this Day, and it is a great Fa- 


vour, that we live under ſuch a Govern- 


avinJment, that we have the Liberty to read 


eliev 
mak 


them, this being a Priviledge that many 
called Chriſtians are deprived of, in ſome 


21encq other Countries, and I wilh that all would 


plai 


tha 


be frequent in reading of them: The Apoſtle 


Paul 
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Paul commended Timothy, in that from a 
5 Child he had kauown the Holy Scrip- 1 
15, 16, 1. tree, Which, fatth he, are able to 
make thee wiſe unto Sal dat ion, thro 
Faith, which 15 in Ciriſt Jeſus. All Scriptare 
gigen by Inſpiration of Cd, ts prof. table jor / 
Holt me, for Reproof, for Correttion, for In- P 
ruction in Righteouſaeſs, that the Man of GoaP! 
inan be 1 thorouphl) furniſped auto all good . 
8 Works. Ye ſearch the S: -ripture., L 
2 N 5 ſaith Chriit, for in tie ye think 91-1 & 
have Eternal Life, and they are they 

wich te ſtify of me, and ye wiil not come to me, 
that ye might have . They are greatlyR 
to be valucd, in that they teſtify of Chriſt,Þ 
in whom there i: Power to give Men Victo-P 
ry over their Corruptions and Paſſions, andF/ 
enable them to do the Will of God; we 
read, that Chriſt came unto bis o, Pe 

John 1. i 

11, 12. and Mis own received him not; but «sf 
many as received e to them gave ; 

he Power to become the Sous of God. Theyl- 
that receive Chriſt by his Spirit into their.“ 
Hearts, they receive Power; tor Chri/{"s| 
Spirit is a Chriſtian's Strength: I ca do all i 

1hings, faith the Apoſtle, throw hf"! 


Nil. 1s 13. 


2 Pet. 1. 20 Chriſt wicht ſtreugthens me, WE ICAL I 
"fs thit no Propheſy of the Scripture i.. 
of auy private Interpretation , for the Pro p.. 5 
cui not in old Time by the Will of Mun, bi, 
holy Miu of God, ſpale as th:y were moved b 
the "Hol G hoſt. | * 
Now 


(29) 
; al Now we ſay, the moſt true Interpreter of 
rip- nc Holy Scriptures, is the Holy Ghoſt, or 
„ Ppirit from which they did proceed; we 
„read, that the natural Alan receives not the 
cars hings of the Spirit of Cod, neither can he know 
or He; ſaich the Text, and there is a ſtrong 
Ia. Rea ſon laid down for it, becauſe they are 
GodWpiritually difcerned ; they are beyond his 
good Reach and Comprehea ion, for what 
ure un knoweth the Things of a Fan, 
1 2 aVe the Spirit Gf A Man 2 which ig 14 Vim; e Den 
they 0 the Things of God kng well. no Man, but _ 
me Ppirit of God, This is the ay which open 
early he Myſteries of tlie Kid n of God to 
57ſt, en. I take this to be the great Reaſon 
icto- Why there are ſuch great Miſtakes about Re- 
andligion, and why many put ſuch grols Con- 
weltructions upon many Parts of "the Holy 
on Periptures, as they do, becauſe they do not 
„t Atome to that Divine Spirit which gives a 
gave ig lit and true Underſtanding, as Elthu faid 
They Leys is 4 Spirit in Man, and the Iaſpi- 
their tion of the Almighty giveth them 
brifÞ nao ſtanding. Tin Men come to the Holy 
4% a{[Þp1rit of God in themſelves, they can neither 
roughEnow God, nor the Things of God ; for we 
> readJ<2d, that zo Min knoweth the Father 
ure ive the Son, aud he, to Whomſoever 
ropheſ he Soa will reveal him. Now if Revclation 
„ bulvere ceaicd, as tome do imagine it is, what 
24 bÞ 12d Condition would Mankind be in? For 
Ve read, the Worid by Wiidom knows not 
Nov God 


1Cor. 2.1 


Job 32. 8. 


Mat. 1 1.27. 
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God, there is no Knowledge of God but by 
the Revelation of his Son; and it isas Men 
come to have an inward Knowledge of God, 
that they Come to haveia right Underſtand 
ing of the Holy Scriptures, which proceeded 
from the good Spirit of God, wherefore we 
highly value them, though *tis to be feared, 
ſome called Chriſtians, do diſ-believe many 
of the great Truths therein contained, for [ 
believe, that a Man, chrough often rebelling 
againit the Holy Spirit of God in himſelt 


bs A fo.) © ws owned WS |S  uX& aus 


may arrive to fuch a Degree of Wickednels, 


that he may reject the Scriptures, and count 
them but Fables; and that he may be ſo far 
from owning of any Thing of God in Man,! 
that he may come to deny the Holy Three 
1 that bear Record in Heaven, gerd e 
are Ihree that bear Record in Heaved \ 
the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt, and a 
theſe Three are One. It muſt be very deploJt 
rable, if a Man come to be ſo wicked, as tdi 
deny the Lord that bought him, and to ſayJt 
as tis written, the Fool hath ſaiIn 
in his Heart, there is no God, It 1a. 
the Work of the Enemy of all Righteouſneſs 
to perſwade Men to believe that there is nd 
God, and that the Scriptures are but a Fictiib 
on, and that Men are not accountable fok 
their Words and Actions, and that therdqv 
are no future Rewards and Puniſhments | 
that they might walk at large, and tak$| 
their full Swing in Wickednels, It is great]: 
[ 


5 {al, 1 4. 1. 
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by] to be deſir'd, if there be any ſuch now living, 
Hen whoſe Day of Mercy is not wholly over, 
od, that have arrived to ſuch a Degree of Hard- 
ind4 neſs and Wickednels as this is, they may be 
ded} brought to a ſenſe of their Iniquity and Er- 

well ror, and be ſo truly humbled in Soul becauſe 
thereof, that if poſſible, they might find 
Mercy at the Lord's Hand. The better 
Chriſt ian that any Man is, the more true and 
real Value he has for the Holy Scriptures. 


ling 
1\elt, 


nels, 15 
ount 3 Concerning Wor ſhip. 

) far 7 

Man, E live in a Time, in which there is 
rec great Difference, even amongſt them 


ther called Chriſtians, about Religion, and the 

-avel Worſhip of God. Difference about Religion 

aud and the Worſhip of God, is no new Thing, 

leploſ the Jews and Samaritans difter'd to 2 

as tqſuch a great Degree, that it ſeems 

to ſajſ they did not deat with one another, It is very 

fſaiiſ much amiſs, where Religion ſowers People, 
It fJand makes them rigid, and bitter one a- 

Iſneſaggainſt another. Chriſtianity is Love, and 

is nqlie that is a Chriſtian in his Heart, is full of 

FiatiPity and good Will to them that are under 

le foofa Miſtake in Matters of Religion; and the 
thergworlt that he wiſhes for all ſuch, is, that 

nents che Lord may direct them right; tor they 

d takShat have the Mind of Chriſt, would not have 

reatlhny Soul to err, neither in Faith or Practice, 

0 Our 


John 4. 9. 


(120 
Our Saviour in his Diſcourſe with the Wo— 
man ot Samar lu, 


cometh, and now is, ben the True 


Jehn 4. 
235 24 : : : : E: 
in Spirit and in Truth; 


ther (ceketh ſuch to worſhip him. God 1s a Spi- 


him in Spirit and in Truth. 
that as God 1s a Spirit, that he may be truly 


Mat, 18. 205 
them; and the Holy Prophet ſaith, they 


I's 11. 31. 


I ings as Eagles; 
weary, and they ball walk ana not faint. 


preſs in Words; yet this of ſilent waiting, is 
a great Myſtery to many People. 


a Divine Teacher near Men, even in their! 
own Hearts, which 1s ſufficient to teach 
them, as they take heed thereto. It is to be 

teared, that many People too much depend 
upon 


has clearly deſcribed the 
true and ſpiritual Worſhip, But the Hour 


Morſhippers ſhall worſhip the Father | 


for the 21 | 


it, and they that worſkip him, muſt worſhip | 
Now we believe 


wor [hipped, as we are gathered in his Spi- 
rit, if there be not a Word outwardly ſpo- 
ken among us, as Chrilt faid, For where two 
or three are gathered together in my 
Name; ibere-am-4-in-the- mit 7 
that 
watt upon the Lord, [ball reaew | 
their Strength, and mount up with! 
they ſball run, aud not be 
Al- 
tzough I believe a great many pious good 
Chriitians can lay, as they have waited hum- 
| bly upon the Lord, in the true Silence of all 
Fleſh, with their Minds truly ſtaid upon 
him, they have enjoyed that divine Comfort 
which has been beyond what they could ex- 


There! is. E 


(33) 

'0- upon the Teachings of Men, and negle the 
he Divine Teacher in themſelves, but the A- 
ur nointing mhich ye have received of 
ue || him, abideth in you, and ye need not 
ber ¶ that any Man teach you, but as the ſame Anoint- 
Fa- ing teacheth you, of all Things, which is Truth, 
5 and no Lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye 
ip © (hall abide in him. 
vel Now we underſtand the holy Man here, 
uly to ſpeak in a large Senſe. He told them that 
pi- they needed not that any Maa taught them, 
po- but as the lame Anointing taught them, 
ö Cc. We do very much own outward Preach- 

my ing and Praying, where it proceeds from 
} of this Divine Anointing. If it pleaſe God to 
that ſpeak by this through any Inſtrumtents. 
nem whether Male or Female, we believe there 
with I ſhould be Liberty amongſt us, for every one 
be to ſpeak as he requires it of them; for e may 
Al- all propheſy one by one, that all may 
'O0d | learn, aud all may be comforted, : Cor. 44. 
um- and the Spirits of the Prophets are 
all ¶ ſubject to the Prophets. And they Afs 2: 4. 
pon chere all filled with the Holy Ghoſt, and began to 
fort / heal with other Jong ues, as the Spirit gave then 
| ex-J Utterauce, We believe the true e ee, 
go is and Pray ing is that which proceeds from the 
ere is Holy Spirit, we know not what we 
their Hud pray for as we ought, but the 
cachl Spirit itſelf maketh Interceſſion for us, Tit, 
to be Groanings which cannot be uttered. I mill 
pendſ pra with the Spirit, and I will pray with the 
upon C nde, ſt anal nag 


1 Joh. 2. 27. 


Rom. 8 22 29% 


(34 ) 
Underſtanding alſo, and I will ſing 
with the Underſtanding. 
This is the Preaching and Praying, and 
Singing, which we own, that is, by the Di- 
rection and Aſliſtance of the holy Spirit. 
1. Now ſome from what the Apoſtle faith, | 
Fil : let your Women keep Silence in the 
20 is wo Dag Churches, for it is not permitted un— 

| to them to ſpeak, but they are com- 
manded to be under Obedience, as alſo ſaith the 
Law, aud if they will learn an) Thing, let them 
ask their Husbands at Home, for it is a Shame 
for Women to ſpeak in the Church. Let the | 
a Woman learn in Silence, with all 
EIS Sub jection, but I ſuffer not a Woman 
"= to teach, nor to uſarp Authority over | 
11 the Man, but to be in Silence, We do not 
tale this to be a prohibiting of holy Women 
do ſpeak, whom the Lord calls thereto, and 
[ think it would be very much amis, to ſay 
that the Apoſtle Paul was againſt holy Wo- 
men ſpeaking, that God called to ſpeak ; but 
j 
; 


1Cor. 14, 15. 


ſuch troubleſome and unruly Women, as di- 
ſturbed the Church by their Queſtions, and 
1 uſurp'd Authority over the Man. Such 
1 Women as theſe, which he was againſt, we J 
| are againſt, If the Apoſtle Paul had been 
| againſt holy Women Praying and Propheſy- 
Alt ing, why ſhould helay down a Rule how 
0 they ought to behave themſelves when they 
| pray or propheſy, bat every Woman | 
”* that Prayeth or Propheſyeth with her 
Head 
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(35 ) | 
Head uncovered, diſhonoureth her Head. And he 
commends to the Believers divers good Wo- 
men, I commend unto you Phæbe our , 16. f 
Siſter, which is a Servant of the to z. 
Charch, All good Miniſters of Je- 
ſus Chriſt, are Servants to the Church. And 
he adviſed his true Yoketellow, to help theſe 
Women, which laboured with him in the Goſpel ; 
ſo that he was an Encourager of holy Wo— 
men thatlaboured in the Goſpel; we read, 
that Anna ſpoke in the Temple, and, 
ſhe was a II 2 of above ee N 
and four Tears, which departed not 
from the Temple, bat ſerved God with Faſt ings 
and Prayers, Night and Day; and ſhe coming 
in that inſtant, gave Thanks likewiſe anto the 
Lord, and ſpake of him, to all them that looked 
for Redemption in jeruſalem. And we read, 
that Philip the Evangeliſt had tour Daugh- 
ters, Virgins, and they did all propheſy. 
And el allo propheſied that God would 
pour forth of his Spirit, &c. but this is that 
aith Peter, which was ſpoken by the , . 
jo Joel, and it ſhall . to paſs eee 
in the laſt Days, faith God, I will pour out of 
my Spirit upon all Fleſh, and your Sons and 
Daughters ſhall propheſy, and your young Men 
ſhall ſee Viſions, and your old Men ſhall dream 
Dreams, and on, my Servants, and on my Hand- 
maidens, I will pour out in thoſe Days of my 
Spirit, and they ſpall propheſy. Now although 


Propheſying is leveral Times taken in the 


C 2 Scripture 
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Scripture for foretelling Things to 
come, read Jeremiah, and ſeveral 
other Prophecies of the Prophets, It is alſo 
taken for editying the Church, but he that 
propheſieth, ſpeaketh unto Mea to E- 
* atfication, and Exhortation, and 
5 Comfort. He that ſpeaketh in an un- 
yown Tong ue, ediſieth himſelf, but he that pro— 
prefreth, ediſieth the Church. Mary was ſent 
by Chriſt to declare of his Reſurrection, Je- 
Ibn 385 Jas ſaith unto her, touch me not, for 
II I am wot yet aſcended to my Father, 
but go to my Brethren, aud jay uato them, I 
aſcend unto my Father, and your Father, and to 


ſer. 21. 


1 Cor - 12. 


my God, and jour God. And the Woman of 
Samariawas inſtrumental to bring many of 


her Neighbours to believe in Chriſt, ſhe 
ſaid, Come fee a Man that has told 
John 4. me all Things that ever I did, is not 
2755 39s 75 v3 » 
this the Chriſt ? And many of the 
Samaritans of that City believed on him, for the 
Saying of the Woman, which teſtified, he told me 
1 a 83 ” a þ 
all that ever I did. Now it is to Chriſt as he 


inwardly appears in Men's Hearts, by his 


Light and Spirit, that we deſire all may 
come. It is he that ſhews Men when they 
do amiſs. Chriſt within, which rs 
the Hope of the Saints Glory, is a 
great Myſtery to many People, when it pleaſed 
God, faith the Apoſtle Paul, to re- 
veal his Son in me, that I might 
preach him among the Heathen, I conferred _ 
11 


Col. 1. 27. 


Gal. 1. 16. 
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| with Fleſh and Blood. Here was the Son of 


037-7 


God revealed in him. Now that all may 
have a right Underſtanding of the Things ot 
God, we delire that they may come to nim 
that hath the Key of David, that opens the 
My ſteries of the Kingdom of God to Men. 


4. Concerniug Baptiſm. 


ECAUSE of our Diſuſe of Water-Bap- 

tiſm, and Bread and Wine, we have 
been very hardly ſpoke of, as though we 
denied the Ordinances of Jeſus Chriſt, when 
as there 15 no People that I know of, that do 
more truly own the Neceſſity of believing 
and being baptized, than we do, but we do 
not underſtand it to be only an Hiſtorical 
Belief of the Conception and Birth, and 
Lite and Miracles, and alſo of the Death and 
Sutferings, and Reſurrection and Aſcentioa 
of Chriſt, ora being outwardly baptized with 
Water, that will entitle Men to Salvation; 
tor we read, that Simon the Sorcerer 
belicved, and was baptized; and yet 
he was ſo far from being in a State 
of Salvation, that Peter faith to him, I per- 
cerve thou art in the Gaul of Bitterneſs, and in 


the Bond of Iniquity. But left any ſhould be 


Acts 8. 13. 
23. 


under a Miſtake, and take the Baptiſm of 

Water, to be the one eſſential and ſaving 

Baptiſm, hear the Apoſtle Peter, when once 
| C; 


the 


(35 ) 
the lone-ſufferiag of God, waited in 
8 Des Na, while the Ark 

was preparing, wherein few, that is, 

eight Souls were ſaved by Water, the Antitype 
mheriunto even Baptiſm now ſaveth us, not the 
putting away of the Filth of the Fleſh(mark that) 
bur the Anſwer of a good Conſcience towards 
God, by the Reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt, Now 
it is the Baptiſm of Chriſt by his Spirit, that 
brings Men to that, for it is pla in, from the 
Inſtance of Simon before noted, that a Man 
may believe, and be baptized with Water, 
and be ſo far from having the Anſwer of a 
good Conſcience, that he may be in the Gall 
of Bitterneſs, and in the Bond of Iniquity | 
which is the very Reverſe of Chriſtianity, 
A great many take the Commiſſion 1a the 
28th of Matthew, to be a Commillion for 
Water-Baptiſm, go ye therefore, 
and teach all Nations, baptizinsg 
them in the Name of the Father, aud of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghoſi. Now here is no men- 
tion of Water. Is it not reaſonable to ſup- | 
poſe, that if our dear Lord had intended i 
that they ſhould baptize with Water, that | 
he would have expreſly mention'd it; altho? } 
the Apoltle Paul was not interior to the chief 
of the A poltles, he faith, I thank 
Goa, that | baptized none of you, but 
Crilpus and Gaius, leaſt any ſhould © 
ſay, Teaptized in mine own Newe ;, and I bap= | 
tized alſo the Houſbold of Stephanus, beſides, I | 
know | 
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Mat 29. 19, 


Pr OC r Fe . 


1 Cor. 1. 14, 


(39) 


know not whether I baptized any other; for 
Chriſt ſent me NOT to baptize, but to preach 
the Goſpel : So that, what he did in that Caſe, 
was by way of Condeſcenſion, as in the caſe 
of circumciling Timothy, and going ,, . 

intothe Temple, and purifying him- 21, 6. 

ſelf. It would be a weak Thing to plead for 
theſe things now, becauſe the Apoſtle practiſ- 
ed them. Doth it therefore follow, that wa- 
ter Baptiſm ſhould be practiſed now, be- 
cauſe the Apoſtle Paul, by Way of Conde- 
ſcenſion practiſed it? For if he had took 
that Commiſſion, Mat. Xxviii. 19. to be a 
Commiſſion for him to baptize with out- 
ward Water, we may ſafely conclude, that 
he would not have thank*d God that he had 
done him ſo little Service. We do not deny, 
but that ſome other of the Apoſtles, did alſo 
by Way of Condeſcenſion, practiſe Water- 
Baptiſm ; but that they were commanded 
to baptize with Water in thatCom- 
miſſion, I think, will be too hard 
tor any body to prove, It is poſſible ſome 
may be ready to ſay, it muſt needs be meant 
of Water; becauſe ſay they, no Man can 
baptize with the Spirit, or into the Power 
and Spirit of Chriſt. We treely own, thet 
no Man, as he is a Man, by his own Power, 
can do this; neither can any Man by his 
own Power, as he is a Man, heal the Sick, 
cleanſe the Lepers, raiſe the Dead, caſt = 
out Devils, and yet we ſind the Ditci- 


Mat. 28. 19. 


at. 10.8. 


pics | 


(49) 
ples were commanded to do theſe Things. 
And by the fame Power, by which they did 
caſt out many Devils, and heaPd the Sick, 
| cc, they were inſtrumental to baptize Men 
into the Name and Power of Chriſt. And 
aas I began to ſpeak, faith Peter, the Holy 
& Ghoſt fell an them as on us in the Be- 
Ads. 6. oinnino. Then remembred I the Word 
| 4 a of the Lord, that John truly baptized 
with Water, but ye ſhall be baptized 
with the Holy Ghoſt. At that great Mecting 
we read of in the ad of Act, verſe the ath, 
iaith, and they were all filled with the Hol) 
Coſt, and began to ſpeak with other Tongues, 
as the Spirit gave them Ulttcrance; yet ſome 
of the Multitude mocked, and were ſo igno- 
rant of the Operation of the Holy Ghoſt, that 
they ſaid, verſ. 5, 13- theſe Alen are full of 
new Mine; but Peter fkandino up with the Ele- 
den, lift up his Voice, aud ſaid unto them, ye 
en of Judah, and all ye that dwell at Jeruſa- 
zem, be this known anto you, and hearken 1 
my Morde, for theſe are not arunken, as ye ſup- 
poſe, ſeeing it is but the third Hour of the Day, 
but this is that which was ſpoken by the Prophet 


the Operation of the Holy Ghoſt, and of the 


proved, that the Diſciples in that Commiſſi- 


Joel, Cc. It is hard to make Men ſenſible of | 


ſpiritual Baptiſm, while they are Strangers |: 
to the Spirit in themſelves; but if it could be 


Mat, 28, 19. On, Were commanded to baptize | 
20, with, or in Water, which 1 
. believe 


Vations, 
pable of being taught. As to what 
s urged of the Jailor, and all his, and of 


Thuiſt came 


(41) 


believe cannot be done; how will they that 
are for the ſprinkling of Intants, prove their 


Practiſe from that Commiſſion, 20 teach all 


&c. for they are not ca- 
Actis 1E 


n 
— 23 


hole Families being baptized; 


there 15 n 9 


Account that there was any Infants ba ptiged 


a any of them. There is abundance of Fa. 
ilies now (as we may reaſonably ſuppole”) 


there were then, in which there are no little 


hildren. 


As to that of our Saviour, where 


he ſaith, ſuffer little Children to come uato me, 


and forbid them not, for of ſuch is tbe Rjnzdom, 


It cannot be proved from the Scripture, chat 
| uw baptized any of them in, or with Water: 


＋ as to this Practile of ſprinkling Infants, 
is ſo much without Foundation in the 


. that a great many People who 
are not of our Society, do not hold it nor own 
it. The Way rightly to underſtand this 
Commiſſion, is to come to that Spirit, by 
u hich it was given forth. 
bur Saviour was baptized of Joh, he was 
alſo circumciſed, doth it therefore 


Many urge, that 


Luke 2. 21. 
lollow, that we maſt be circumcit- 


ed, becauſe he was circumciied ; for as he 
was born under the Law, he fulfilled the 


Law, and he is the End of Law, for Rignte- 
wag Sake, to all them that believe. When 
to John to be baptized of him, 


John 


(42) 
John for bad him, ſay ing, I have 
Need to be baptized of thee. Here 
John the Baptitt, who was they. 
Adminiſtrator of water-Baptiſm, was ſenſible 
that he had Need to be baptized of Chriity 
with the Baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt : ST 
BS (4 it to be ſo now, ſa id Chriſt, 
thus it becometh as to fulfil ©; 
3 So that he fulfilled the Righ | 
rcouſnels of John's Diſpenſation, John had 
ery clearly and excellently diſtinguiſhed hi 
Baprilin with Water, from the Papriſm of 
Chrilt, with the Holy Ghoſt, I indeed b 
. " 1152 jou with I Vater, unto Repen / 
Nat, 2.11 5 
Lance; but he that cometh after me& 
is mi? btier than I, whoſe Shooes I an 
"1 mworthy to Hear; be ſb. baptize you with 1hS$: 
Hioly Gholt aud "a e, mhoſe Fan is in his Hand 
aud 117 will thor roughly purge his Floor, and gu 
„r bis Wheat into the Garner , but be will bar 
wp te Chaff with unquerchable Fire. This i 
tune Meſſenger of the Covenant, the Prophe 
peaks Of, aud the I. e je ſeek 
* ſhall ſuddenly come to his Temple, eve 
4 10; aver of the Covenant, whom ye delig iyi 
; behola, he ſhail come, faith the Lord 
2 ſts, but who may abids the Day of his Coming 
and who fhball ſt aud when he appears; for he f 
7 4 Heiner“ Fire, and like Fullers Sope he 
And he {hall ft as a Refiner and Purifier q. 
. Silver, and he hall purifie the Sons of Lew 


NMat- 3. 
1 35 14. 


Mal, 2. 1, 


"> Lo 


end purge them as Gold and Silver, thap 
the 


(43) 


have} they may offer unto the Lord an Offering 
Herelf in Righteouſneſs. For this End the Lord 
; thefjcſus Chriſt is come into the Hearts of Men, 
1{1bleÞy his Spirit, to purge them from their Droſs 
hriſtynd waſh them from their Uncleaneſs, that 
Sao they may be fitted for that Kingdom, into 
Avhich nothing that is unclean can enter; 
Ahis is the Waſhing which will avail, for 
ſen to know their Hearts to be waſhed 
rom Wickedneſs; as it was faid to Jernſa- 
ed hin, waſh thy Heart from Wickedneſs : Eg + 
m che Apoſtle Paul in his Epiſtle to 
{ b-:#he Epheſians, ſaith, that there is one Lord, oc 
Reper atth, one Baptiſm. Tohn, as is before ob. 
er meerved, has diſtinguiſhed very plainly be- 
I auqyeen his Baptiim with Water, and the 
ith th$aptiſm of Chriſt with the Holy Ghoſt. 
Handfow, what we deſire is, that all might 
d ome to the Baptiſm of the Spirit, which the 
l bar poſtles and primitive Chriſtians witneſſed, 
[his tjat could ſay, by one Spirit we are 
rophe( baptized into one Boay, whether 
ze ſeelſe be Jews or Gentiles, hond or free; and have 
le, eve l been made to arink into one Spirit, Gal. 


2o. 27 


— 


delig Ar as many as hawe been biptized in- : 
ord q Chriſt, have pat on Chriſt; Now this is 
mine Sum ot all, for Men to put on the Lord 
he iſus Chriſt, the new and heavenly Man, 
s Sope pen they will witneſs inward Communion 
ther Fit the Lord. | 

f Levy But why are many of our ſober Neigh- 
r, thapurs ſo {treneons for Water Baptiſm, and 
the neglect 


e, 


1Cor. 12,13. 
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neglect to waſh one another? Feet, when as]. 
we reid, John 13. and ver. 14. that our Sa. 
viour waſſyd the Diſciples Feet, and he told 
them, that he had given them an Example, 
that as he had done to them, fo they ſhould 
do to one another: Now here is borh EXT. 
ample and Precept for this; and if we as. 
many ſober A Why they are not in th] 
Practice of this? I preſume many would by 
ready to anſwer, that they took upon it te 
be but an outward and viſible Sign, by Which 
our Saviour ſhew'd his Followers, that they 
ought to ferve one another, and be ready tq; 
Jo the meanelt Offices of Love if need rf 
czuire: and that they do not hold the cereX 
monious bart of walhing one anothers Feety 
to be obligaton upon them, as long as they: 
goms tot he ſoir itual Part of what was there 
by lignity'd; although we find that this wa 
practifed by Cur Saviour, now, why the! 
HOU lay ſuch Streſs upon Water Baptiſm 
Which we cannot find was ever practiſed b. 
ou Saviour, and drop this, deſerves theif 
ici; Comideration; although as we dil 
ule Water Baptilm, lo we do alſo diſuſ 
the ceremonious Part of waſhing one and} 
ther's Fett, behig ſenſible that they that ar 
come to the Ipiritual Part of what wa 
thereby lignity'd, are come to the End 
the outward ane viſible Sigus. 
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ir Sa 
told 5. Concerning the Supper. 
NpPle, 
DE A LTHO' we diſuſe the outward Bread 
Ex. and Wine, we do very truly own the 
e aslPiritual Supper of the Lord, which is ſpoken 
n th {12 the Revelations, behold, I ſtand 
14 bc the Door and knock; if any Man 
ir c n Voice, and open the Door, I will come 
vhicl 270 him, and will ſap with him, aud he with 
the. It is what we deſire, that all religious 
du tt ell minded People, who conſcienciouſly 
d receive the outward Bread and Wine, may 
cerepen ti Door of their Hearts, and receive 
Feethe Lord Jeſus Chriſt by his Spirit, that fo 
sthehey may know an inward Supping with 
therclim, in lis Kingdom; for we read 

Ning dona of God cometh not with Luke 17. 


15 wa ; Sg 
the! ſervation, neither (hall they ſay, 


KEV. 3. 20. 


tiſm Here, or lo there, for benold the Ring dom at 


ſed b within you. I will not leave - ; 
cheſs comfortleſs (ſaid Chriſt our OO OO 
e diſford) I will come to goss; bur I jay unio you, 
diſuſl n drink henceforts of this | 
> and of the Vine, until that Day, 
lat art“ J arink it new with you in my Hue 
\t wal 240mm. 
nd q He awelleth with you, and ſhall be in jou. 
nd in that excellent Prayer, he ſaith to his 
ther, 1 zz them, and thou in mc, 
at they may be made perfel in due, 
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and that the World may know thou haſt ſent wii 
and hajt loved them, as thou haſt loved u 
We bear Teſtimony to the Coming of Chri LC 
by his Spirit, into Men's Hearts; and thg 
that have known him to waſh them througÞ 
ly by the Water of Regeneration, will knoP/ 
inward Communion with the Lord, as tie 
good Chriſtians of old knew ; That which M. 
hade ſeen, and heard, declare M. 
unto jon, that ye alſo may have Hs 
lonſhip with us; and truly, our Fellowſhip F 
with the Father, and with his Son Telus Chri) 
They were People of bleſſed Experienc® 
and it is what we deſire, that the Childrdl. 
of Men might come towitneſs this in thenit 
ſelves; for they that are come to have FP 
lowſhip with the Father, and with the Soft 
are come to the End of the outward Bre4\ 
and Wine; even to the Glory of the Goſpq: 
Diſpenſation, which is a Diſpenſation 
Enjoyment, for as Men are inwardly recof 
ciled, and brought into Favour with Gods 
they come toknow a feeding of that Diviff: 
and living Bread which comes down frog 
lohn 6. «1, Heaven; I am, (ſaid Chriſt) 2. 
John 6. 51. „; 
living Bread which came down fro 
Heaven; if any Man eat of this Bread, he ſh: 
live for ever; and the Bread that I will give, 
my Heſh, which I will give for the Life of tp 
World. He that eateth my Keſh, and drink 
my Blood, dwelleth in me, ana I in him. It 
as Men witneſs this, that they can ſpe: 

fro 


1 John 1. 3. 
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nt Afrom their own Experience, what a bleſſed 
ed hing it is to have inward Communion with 
ChrifChriſt. It is the great Bleſſing of Wit- 
thqdom's Children, that ſhe brings them to the 
rougÞudltance ; J Wiſdom lead in the RN 
| knol Vay of Rig hteouſneſo, in the mid{jt ob 
as tiff the Paths of Judgment, that I may 
hich Cauſe them thut love me, to inherit Subſtance ;; 
are Mund I will fill their Treaſures. Reader, this 
ve Heis what is deſired for thee, that thou mayſt 
ſhip ome to the Subſtance, that fo thou mayſt 
Chrifknow a Feeding of that divine and ſpiritual 
riencBread which can only ſatisfy the Soul, and a 
11dr&Drinking of the Wine of the Kingdom; but 
thent is hard to make the natural Man ſenſible 
e FeÞpt theſe Things; they ate beyond his Reach 
e Sohnd Comprehenſion. When our Saviour told 
Brei Vicodemus, that except a Man be born 
30lpc gain, he cannot ſee the King doi of ohn 3.3, 4. 
ion (94; Nicodemus ſaith unto him, how can a 
recoÞ12z be born when he is old; can he enter the 
1 Goffecond Time into his Mother's Womb, and be 
Divi. Notwithſtanding that he was a Ru— 
1 froſer of the Fews, he argues very groſly, and 
ſt) ow many, when we have born Teſtimony 
»2 fr <0 the inward Appearance of the Lord Jeſus 
he ſþ-\riſt, by his Light and Spirit in Men's 
give, Hearts, have made very ſtrange of it, and 
of rpeen ready to ſay, how can this be? And 
Irinkeyhen we have ſpoken of Men's having in- 
It frard Fellowſhip with the Father, and with 
ſpechis Son, while they are upon rhe Earth, 


tro many 


ble Sign that any Man can give, that he s | 
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many cannot underitand how this can be, 
although the primitive Chriſtians had it in 
their own Experience, as is hetore obſerved. 
The Apoſtle ſaith, either Circum— 
ciſion nor Uncarcumciſion, availeth | 
any Thin, but a New Creature. It doth | 
not avail in the Sight of God, whether a 

Man be baptized with Water, or he is not 
baptized ; or whether he receives the Bread | 


Gal. 6. 15. 


and Wine, or he doth not receive it, if he 
he not a new Creature; we read, if any Man 
be in Chriſt, he is a new Creature, 


2Cor. “ | 
and as is before obſerved, except | 


a Man ve born azain, he cannot ſee the Ring- 
rinm of (iod: WE greatly deſire, that all Peo- 
ple might have this in their own Experience, 
ar to they might walk as becomes the 
Children of God, and manifeſt themſelves 
to he the Followers and Diſciples of Chriſt, 

by their living agrecable to his Doctrine; y 
for Lcount that is the greateſt outward vili- 


truly a 2 Chriſtian, and a Member of Chriſt's 
Church, for him to live agreeable to the| 


Doctrine of Chriſt; by his, ſaid our Saviour. ö 
thall all Mea kaow, that Je are my Diſciples, if | 
jou love one another. Now for Men to love 
one another, and to love their Enemies, and 
do good for Evil, and to forgive Injuries, | 
and to be juſt and merciful, and walk hum- 
bly, as Chriſtians ought to do, thele are 
good outward viſible Signs; but we believe 

| no 
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; if be flew a Man; he that ſacrificeth 
licve 5 4 Lamb, as if he cut off a Doz's neck, 
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no outward Obſervations will make Men 
Chriſtians, and Members of that Wes 
pure Church which Chriſt came to .?! 
preſent to God, without Spot or Wrinkle, 
or any ſuch Thing; 
if they do not 
know the Lord to work a Change in their 
Hearts, and redeem them out of thoſe things 


which unfit them for his holy Kingdom ; 
the Apoltle faith, he is not a Jew 


Rom 2.28.29 


that C ircumciſion, which ts outward in the Fleſh, 
but he is a Jew, that is one inwardly; and ibe 
(.rrcumetſion 1s that of the Heart, in the Spirit, 
and not in the Letter, whoſe Praiſe is not of 
Men, but of God. As a Man's being out- 
wardly circumciſed, and obſerving a great 


many Jewiſh Rights and Ceremonies, did 


not make him a true and real Jew, if he was 
not one in his Heart; ſo it may be truly 
laid, he is not a Chriſtian, that is only one 
| outwardly, although he has been outwardly 
baptized, and received the Bread and Wine, 
and obſerved a great many outward Obſer- 
| vations, If he is not one in his Heart, all 
his outward Obſervations will not render 
him acceptable in the Sight of God. What 
availed all the Few's outward Obſervations, 


„while they lived in thoſe Things that diſ- 
pleaſed the Lord; he that kilieth an Ox, 75as 


Iſa. 66. 3.4. 
| he 


but that it ſhould be 
holy and without Blemiſh: 


| 
4. 
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he that oſfereth an Oblation, as if hz offered 
Swine's Blood , be thut burneth Incenſe, as if he 
bleſſed am laol: Tea, they hade choſen their ows 
IV, ind their Soul delighteth in their Abo 
minalions. I alſo will chuſe their Deluſions, 
and will bring their Fears upon them; becauſe 
when I caſlad, none did auſwer; when I ſpake 
they aid mot hear bat they did Evil before 
mine Ey, and choſe that, in which I delighted 
nt. Here is the Realon laid down, why 
the Lord was angry with them. Theſe 
Things ard great Inſtruct ion and Caution, 
and 1 defi”: thac all may learn from What 
ſuch brouhit upon cheml. Ives, through their 
chuſing heir own Ways, and delighting in 
their Abominations, to beware of doing the 
like; but they that are Chriit's, and Chriſti. 
ans in reality, are cruciſied to the World, 
with the Affect ions and Luſts thereof; and 
we deſire that all who are called Chriſtians, 
may demonſtrate themſelves to be ſuch, by 
their ſo doing, that they may witneſs the 
ſpiritual Communion and Supper here ſpoken 
of. There are many religious People, par- 
tizularly in Holland, whodo not profeſs to be 
of our Society, though they do not clearly 
ice beyond the Uſe of Water-Baptiſm, and 
Bread and Wine, do join with us in oppoling 
Swearing upon any Account; becauſe they 
are convinced, that all Swearing is forbid- 
den by Chriſt, but 1 ſay unto you, Swear not 
at all; neither by Heaven, for it is Goa's 


1hrone 


en) 


4 | Throne, nor by the Earth, for it is his 


he | Footſtool, neither by Jeruſalem, for 3 i 

d | it is the City of the great Ring, nei- N Y 
-er ſhalt thou ſwear by thy Head, becauſe thou WA 

an canſt not make one Hair white or black, | 

7G but let your Communication be yea, yea, N 

Le and na), nay, for whatſoever is more, cometh 

7e | of Evil. And the Apoſtle James faith, but 


ed | above all Thizos, my Brethren, ſwear 


iy | not; neither by Heaven, neither 6 F 
fe | the Harth, neither by any other Oath; bat let 
n, our yea be yea, and your nay nay, leaſt you fall 
at into Condemnation. They are alto one with 
ir us in oppoſing Fighting, becauſe they look 
in upon it to be contrary to his Doctrine, that 
he taught his Followers to love their Enemies; 
ti. bat T ſay unto you, love your Enemies, 

d, bleſs them that curſe you, do good 10 Maß 3+ 4s 
nd | them that hate you, and pray for them which 
ns, aeſpitefully uſe you, ana perſecute you. They 
by | are of our Minds, that the Miniſtry ſhould 
he be free; for they look upon it to be contrary 
en to Chriſt's Doctrine, for Men to preach for 
ir- Hire, and worldly Ends, who ſaid to his 
be | Miniſters, freely you have received, - a 
ly } freeb give; and they are likewiſe 18. b. 
nd | one with us, in holding forth the univerſal 
ng | Love of God to all Men. Now although 
cy | therebe many that are purely conſciencioug 
d- | for the Uſe of Water Baptiſm, and Breaq 
208 | 


and Wine, we have a great deal of Charity 


s | tor all ſuch; for mapy that are now join-d 
D 2 in 
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in Society with us, were once as much for the 
Uſe of theſe Things, as many well-minded 
People now are, and as the Lord has mer- 
cifully brought many of us, in a good De- 
grec, to witnels the ſpiritual Baptiſm and 
Supper, we deſire that others might be 
brought tothe Experience thereof in them- 
ſelves; and he that witneſſes the Subitance 
of what many allow, the Water Baptiſm, 
and Bread and Wine to be but outward and 
vilible Signs of, he is come to the End of the 
Signs; for J hope, I may be ſafe in ſay ing, 
all Signs end in their Subſtance. Now as 
we have Charity for all them, who do con- 
{ciencioully uſe theſe Things, we think they 
ought to have Charity for us, if we diſuſe 
them; becauſe we believe rhey are ceaſed 
in Point of Obligation; and we 


read, that whatſoever is not of 
baith, is Sin. 


Rom. 14, 23. 


6 Concerning Perfecdlion. 
HIS Doctrine of Perfection ſeems very 


neis but little Victory in themſelves, over 
their Luſts and Paſſions; and the Enemy of 
Man's Happineſs, has perſwaded many Peo- 
ple to believe, that there is no Poſſibility of 
overcoming their Corruptions and Sins, 
while they are here upon the Earth, oor. ſo 

they 


9 —— * „ „ * 


ſtrange and novel, to many that wit- 


CSF. 3 


they may be quiet and eaſy in them, or of 
doing God's Will, and keeping his Com- 
mands, that ſo they may not endeavour for 
it. Now we believe, that God's 
Ways are cqual,zs »ot my May, faith 
the Lord. equal. God 1s jult in all his Do- 
ings, and requires no more of Men, than 
he gives them Ability to perform. If God 
did require that of Men, which they were 
not able, neither of themſelves, nor by any 
Grace received to perform, then it might be 
ſaid, that his Ways were unequal, and that 
he was a hard Matter, but that would be abo- 
minable to charge upon the Almighty, who 
is full of Juſtice and Equity. The wiſe 
man faith, fear God, and .keep his 
Commandments, for this is the whole 
Daty of Man. Now if God requires this of 
Men, as to be ſure he doth, then there is a 
Poſſibility of it, or elſe, as is before obſerv'd, 
his Ways are unequal; bur it 1s tar trom the 
Children of God, to charge him with In- 
zuſtice? The Diſobedient and Rebellious 
People of Iſrael ſaid, that the way of the 
Lord was not equal, yet ait the 
Flouſe of Iſrael, the Way of the Lord Es. 
is not equal : O Houſe of Iſrael, are 
not my Ways equal, therefore I will judge you, 
O Houſe of Iſracl, every Man according to his 
Ways, fatth the Lord; repent, and turn your- 
felves from all your 1raaſgreſſions, ſo Iniquity 
ſhall not he jour Ruin, Now Reader, from 
this 


Ez. 18. 2%. 


Eccl 12. 13. 
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this thou mayſt gather what Sort of People 
they were, that ſaid the Way of the Lord 
was not equal, and we read in the Parable 
of the Talents, that it was the unprofitable 
Servant that complained of his Lord; then 
. he which had received the one In- 

lent, came and ſuid, Lord, I kaew 
thee, that thou art an hard Man, reaping where 
thou hadſt not ſonn, and gathering where thou 
hadſt not ſlrawed. 

Now we do not read, that the good Ser- 
vants, that had improved the Talents, com- 
plained of their Lord. But we freely own, 
that no meer Man of himſclf, by his own 
Power, as heisa Man; can do the Will of 
God, and keep his Commands; yet we be- 
lieve there is Power in that divine Grace, 
that the Apoſtle faith, has appeared to all 


Men, to enable them to overcome thoſe 


Things which are evil, and to dothat which 
is well pleaſing to God; for the Grace of God, 
that bringeth Salvation, hath appear- 
ed to all Men, teaching us that demy- 
ing Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts, we ſhould live 
ſoberly, righteouſly and godly in this preſent 
World. Here is both the Univerlallity and 
Suffiviency of it, excellently ſet forth by the 
Apoltle, n Grace, faith the Lord to the A- 
poltle, is ſuſſicient for thee ; although we tree- 
ly own, that we are weak of our elves, as 
Men, and cannot by our own Power do any 
Thing that is good, as Chriſt ſaid, without 


Tit. 2. 1 1. 


He 


| 


* 
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me jou can do nothing; yet we ſay, there is 


Power and Sufficiency in the Grace of God, 


to enable Men to do his Will, and keep his 


Commands, as they take Heed unto it, I am 
able, ſaith the Apoſtle, through Chriſt, wyo 


' flrenathens mz, to do all Things. 


It doth not conſiſt with the Wiſdom of the 
Holy Ghoſt, that thoſe gracious Promiſes 
which are made cofiditionally, upon Men's 
overcoming, and doing the Commands of 
God, ſhuuld be made if there was no Poſſibi- 
lity of it; © as he that overcomes, 
© ſhall inherit all Things, and i 
* will be his God, and he ſhall be my Son. 
© He that overcameth, the fame 
© ſhall be clothed in white Raiment, 
and I will not blot out his Name out of the 
Book of Lite, but I will confeſs him before 
my Father, and betore his Angels. Him 
© that overcometh, will I make a 
© Pillar in the Temple of my God, © 3:72: 
and he {hall go no more out; and 1 will 
© write upon him the Name of my God, and 
the Name of the City of my God, which is 
new Feraſalem, which cometh down out ot 
© Heaven from my God; and I will write 
upon him my new Name. He that | 
© 0yercometh thall eat of the hidden 
* Mauaa, and Iwill give him a white Stone, 
and in the Stone a new Name written, 
* which no Man Iknowcgth, faving he that 

receiveth 


Rev, 21. 7. 


ev. 3.5. 


Rev 2.17. 
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© receiveth it. He that cvercem— 
eth, ſhall not be hurt of the ſe— 
* cond Death. Bleſſed are they that do his 
* Commandments, that they may 
an LS Right ito the Tree of Lite, 
© and may enter in through the Gates into 
© the City. To him that overcometh, will 
© I grant to fit with me on my 
Throne, even as 1 have over- 
* come, and am fit down with my Father 1n 
© his Throne. He that overcometh, {hall 
© enter in through the Gate into the Holy 
City. And hereby we do know, that we 
© know him, if we keep his Com- 
© mandments. He that faith, I 


Rev. 2. 13. 


Rev. 2.21, 


I John 2. 3. 


ments, 15 a Liar, and the 'I ruth 
i is not in him; but whoſo keep- 
« <th his Word, in him, verily is the Love of 
© God perfected, hereby know we 
that we are in him; and he that 

* faith, he abideth in him, ought alſo to 
© walk even as he walked. O that Chriſti- 
ans ſo called, would conſider how they 
ought to walk. It is very unjuſt ifiable to 
deny Perfection, for we read, that Chri/t 
*came to preſent the Church to 
Eph. 4. 11. © God without Spot or Wrinkle, 
nn, or any ſuch Thing, but that it 
« ſhould be holy, and without Blame. And 
© he gave ſome Apoſtles, and ſome Prophets, 


1 John 2.5 


| Ver. 6. 


and 


© know him, and keepeth not his Command- 


and ſome Evangeliſts, and ſome Paſtors, 
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band Teachers, for the perfecting of the 


3 
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GO» 
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Jgaints, tor the Work of the Miniltry, for 
the edifying of the Body of CHriſt, till we all 
come in the Unit of the Faith, and of the 
Knowledge of the Son of God, unto a per- 
* tet Man, unto the Mealure of the Stature 


ol the Fulneſs of Chrijt. And the 


* Scriptures are for the making of 2 Tim. 3. 
the Man ot God perfect, through 1 
Faith in Chriſt Jeſus. All Scripture is gi- 
* ven by Inſpiration of God, and is profitable 


for Doctrine, for Correction, for Inſtructi- 


* on in Righteouſnels, that the Man of God 
may be throughly furniſhed unto all good 
Works. And the Apoſtles laboured to pre- 


ſent Men perfect; ſpeaking of 
© Chriſt within the Hope of G lory, he Col. 1. 28. 


faith, whom we preach, warning every 


Man, and teaching every Man in all wit 


* dom, that we may prelent every Man per- 
© feCt in Chriſt Jeſas. Why ſhould they 
teach and preach for this End, if there was 
no Poſſibility of attaining it. Yet many have 
born hard upon us, for the aſſerting the 
lame, although it be the Doctrine of Chriſt, 
it it be but well conſidered, I think they 
hold Perfect ion to a great Degree, that are 
called God-fathers and Ged-mothers, that 
do promile and vow three Things in the 
Name of a Child when it is ſprinkled, 2182. 


hat it ſhould forſake the Devil and all his Works 


the Pomps and | axittes of thi: World, with all 


the 
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the font! ul Laſts of the Fleſh; Fr 
oofe the | that it ſhall do God's Holy Will, «1: 
Erelant's keep his Commandments, and wu 
Catechiſm. in the ſame all the Days of its Eife 
I wiſh they themic|ves may be found in thi, 
Practice of what they here promiſe for ang, 
ther. It is certain, Chriſtians ought to be A 
as like Chriſt, as it's poſſible for Men and wal 
Women tobe, and to walk even as he walk*d},r, 
as far as they are capable. _ 
He was holy, humble, meek and merciſ ia 
ful; but how much the Reverſe are too ma 


#4 j) 


ny that profeſs to be his Followers. Many, - 
Who are for Imperſect ion, and ſay, there , 
no Victory over Sin While here, do urgy ; 
that of the Apoltle Paul, where he ſaith, jul ,; 
I know that in me, that is, in ni 

| Fleſh, dwelleth no good Thing; fo 
to will is preſent with me, but how to perfor o, 
that which is good, I find not; for the Gov 

that I would, that I do not; but the Evil hic 
1 I woula not, that I do, And ver} x 
22, 22,24. 21. he faith, I find then a Law}, 
that when I would do Good, Evil if} \ 
preſent with me; for I delight in the Law « 
Goa, after the inward Man; but I ſee another 
Law in my Members, warring againſt the Lan 
of my Mind, and bringing me into Captivity il 
the Law of Sin, which is in my Members: ( 
wretched Man that I am, who ſhall deliver mi 
from the Bod) of this Death. If the Reade} 


a 


\r 


Rom. 7. 18. 


pleaſe, he may read the Whole Chapter 
through 
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rough for his own Satisfaction; but we 
ay not reaſonably ſuppoſe th1; to be the 
\poltles preſent State, but rather perſona- 
ing the carnal State of others, or himſelf be- 


1 Ui#ore Converſion, when he faith, ver. 14. 


W 0) 
ot Her 


Lu 


ty 14 
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and ye have overcome the Wicked one. 
come to the Experience of this in themſelves, 


| themſelves. 
ſerve, although many ſay, that there is no 


Freedom from Sin on this Side of the Grave, 


tlie Apoſtle ſaith in the ſixth of the ſame 
' Epiſtle, verſe 22. to the believing Romans, 


but now being made free from Sin, and become 


Servants to God, ye have jour Fruit unto Holi- 


nels, and the End everlaſtizg Life. 

And Join faith in his firſt Epiſtle, © John 2. 14. 
have writte unto you houng Men, becauſe you 
are ſtrong, and the Word of God abideth in you, 


May all 


the Apoſtle Paul ſaith to the believ- 


ing Goloffiains, that they were complete Oh $4906 
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in him, which is the Head of all Principalli on 
and Power. The Apoſtle Peter told the Bgy,, 
lievers, that they were a choſen CA, 
nerattion, a royal Prijthood, an he 
Nation, a pecultar People, that they might ſh: 


Pet. 2. 9. 


. ; : all 
of Derkneſs into his marvellous Lie ht. To b. BE 
ſure theſe did not break the Commands q, 
God daily, in Thought, Word and Deed 
We know that the Son of God tis cum 
and has given us an Underſtandinnl. 


Of Cr 


that we may know him that is true; and that w F 
are in him, that is true, even in his Son TJeſull 
Chriſt, this is the erue God aud eternal Life: By | 
| hold what manner of Love the Father) 
Joh. 3. 1, 2. path beſtowed upon us, that we ſhould a 
be called the Sons of God; therefore the World| c 
knoweth us not, becauſe it knew him not. 5 
Beloved, nom are we the Sons of God, and it| | 
aoth not yet appear, what we ſhall be ;| . 
but weknow that when he ſhall appear, 
we ſhall be like him, for we ſhall ſee him as he 
is, and every Man that hath this Hope in him, 
parifieth himſelf, even as he is pure: John 
faith, whoſoever abideth in him, ſiu- 
1 Joh. 3. 6.9 a ' 

neth not; whoſoever is born of God, 

doth not commit Sin; for his Seed remaineth in| 
him, and he cannot ſin ; becauſe he is born of God, | 
It is contrary to the Divine Nature to lin; 
and as Men are born of it, they will not oaly | 
know a ceaſing from Sin, but it will be their | 
Plcature and Delight to do the Will of God: 
except 


1 Joh. 5. 20. 


II 


Ver. 3. 


( 61) 

| 'xcept a Man be born again, he cannot ſee 
pulli ſthe Kingdom of God. Unleſs Men are 
ie Born of the Divine and Heavenly Na- 
„ture, they can never come to do the Will of 
1 by God, nor keep his Commands; for 1 it is impo- 
ſhe: ible tor Men, while they are in the fallen 
and degenerate State, to do God's Will, and 
0 b walk in a his Way, we read That Enoch willed 
as Ah God, and before he was tranſlated, the 
Decch Text ſaith, he had this Teſtimony, that he 
Seri leaſed God, Heb, 11.5. and concer ning Tai 
d! Icharias and his Wife E!;zabeth, the Text ſays 
uke 1. 6. They were both righteous before 
75 hy 7 God, walking in all the Commandments and O 
Idinances of the Lord, Blameleſs; and that al} 
might take ſuch heed to that Divine Grace 
ould and good Spirit, which God has graciouſly 
Forld ſent into their Hearts, that they might Walk 

in all well-pleaſing before him; and in the 
7a it End have an Inheritance amongſt them that 
_ are ſanctified, is my ſincere Deſire. 


25 bel — — . 
Him, “ 
ohn 
ſiu- 
Goa, 


think 


ae. 


7. Concerning the Ne ſur rection. 


ECAUSE we do not hold with a great 
many People, in their grofs Concept i- 
ons concerning the Reſurrection, therefore 
I" ſome have not ſtuck to ſay we deny it; 
">| but we believe firmly, that there 
” aly | will be a Reſurrection of the Juſt Ne. 2. 1213. 


6 
New 2nd Unjuſt, and that God Will bo Wo. 


od : 
Cpt 


give. 


( 62.) 


give to every Man a Reward according t. 
his Works, whether they be good or evil 
but ſaith the Apoltle Paul, ſome Men will ſa, 
how are the Dead raiſed up, and with what B- 
ay do they come; he faith to ſuch a curiou 
Enquirer, thou Fool, that which thou ſoweſt Þ! 
not quickned, except it die; and thals 
Cor. 15.37, which thou ſoweſt, thou ſomeſt 1. 
3% 394% phat Body that ſhall be, but bare grail 
it may chance of Wheat, or ſome other Grain, ball 
God giveth it a Body as it hath pleaſed him, ah: 
to every Seed his own Body, (|: 
All Heſh is not the ſame Fleſh, but there ih 
one Kind of Fleſh of Men, another Fleſh dfe 
Beaſts, another of Fiſhes, and anMj, 
Ver. 41. ther of Birds; there are alſo Celeſtia; 
42 #5 Bodies, and Bodies Terreſtrial; 9ulgs 
the Glory of the Celeſtial is one, and the Glos 
of the Terreſtrial is another, there is one Glory df: 
the Sun, and another Glory of the Moon, and ani: 
ther Glory of the Stars, for one Star differeth fro 
another Star in Glory, ſo alſo is the Reſurrectio 
of the Dead, it is ſown in Corruption, it is raiſeſhy 
in Incorruption, it is ſown in Diſbonour, it u, 
raiſed in Glory, it is ſown in Weakneſs, it v 
raiſedin Power. It is ſown a natural Bod), i 
is raiſed a ſpiritual Body. There is à naturir 
Body, and there is a Spiritual Body. We bt 
lieve, if we faithfully ſerve the Lord whilgC 
we are here, we {hall have ſuch glorified Boy 
dies hereafter, as He, in His Wiſdom fees fige 
and that ſatisfies us, but the Apoltle fairly: 
Vert 


(83) 
ng terſe the 5oth, that Fleſh and Blood 
 evilÞuun9: inherit the Kingdom of God, 


1Cor.1 5.58. 


it ſaſelther doth Corruption inherit Iucorruption: 
at HHR what we deſire is, that all may know 


uriouf Part in the firſt Reſurrection, 
reſt I Pleſſed and holy is he that hath Part 
d thao the Firſt Reſurrection, on ſuch the ſecond 
/t aMDeuth hath no Power. 
2raii{ The true Chriſtians knew, that 
, bucy were paſt from Death to Life, be. 14%, 
u, anſiuſe they loved the Brethren : le 
ſaith the Text) that loveth not his Brother, 
ere Mbideth in Death, he that hateth his Brother, we 
% read, is a Murderer, and no Murderer, faith 
i anMjohn, hath eternal Life abiding in 
leſtia im; and ſhe that lives in Pleaſure, 
; bas dead while ſhe liveth. Wuile Men and 
Glow omen remaia in a State of Death and Alt- 
lory d&nation from the Lord, they are full of Envy 
a auqund Wrath one againlt another; and they 
9 frofgive to gratity the Lulttul Delires of the 
ectiofffleſh, we read, that whoſoever duth 
raiſeſot Righteouſneſs,is not of God, net- 
it her he that loveth not his Brother. O that all 
it would ſer ioully conſider of theſe Things, for 
ly, Mit is greatly to be lamented, how wide ma- 
aturiny of the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity live from 
e bathe Doctrine of Chriſt and the Primitive 
whilfChriitians, it is as Men come to know the 
d Bqfſecond Adam, the Lord from Heaven, the 
es fiſquickning Spirit, to quicken them, and 
ſa iti make them alive, that they come to love one 
Vert another 


Rev. 20. 6. 


1 Tim. 5, 6, 


1 Johan 3. 10. 


(04) 
another as Chriſtians ought to do, and if all 
did but live in the Spirit and Doctrine of 
Chriſt, they would not only be full of Love 
and good Will to one another, but would al 
ſo bring forth other holy and good Fruits, 
and they whoſe Fruits are unto Holineſs, 
their End will be everlaſting Life. As Men 
ſow in this World, fo they may expect to 
recap in the next, we read, that he that ſows t9 
he Spirit, ſballof the Spirit reap Lifeeverluſting, 
0 and he that ſows to the Heſh, ſhall of the Fleſh 
. reap Corruption. Men are not only account- 
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our Lor 
in the Day of ſudgment for every idle word 
he ſpeaks, and the wile Man faith, God will 
bring every Work to Judgment, with every fe- 


we think it not ſafe for any to be too inquiſi- 
tive how the Dead ſhall be raiſed, and with 
what Bodies they ſhall come, leſt that Re- 


to them; but let us all endeavour to live as 
becomes the Children of God, that when we 
leave this World, we may have the comfort- 
able Anſwer of well done, enter into the King- 
d4om prepared for you fromthe Foundation of the 
= World, and all ſuch will know a glorious 
WW Reſurrection. 


8. Concluſion 


"7M able for 1 Sins, but we are told by Chritt | 
. „that a Man muſt give an Account 


cret Thing, whether it be good or evil. Now | 


proof of the Apoltle, thou Fool, ſhould belong 


{| 


e e 


8. T be Concluſion. 


AVING made the foregoing Obſerva- 
tions, which are left to the Reader's 
ſer ious Conlideration ; what I greatly deſire, 
is, that all may come to the practical Part of 
true Religion and Chriſtianity ; for altho' a 
Man may believe, according to the Scripture, 
that there are three that bear Record 
in Heaven, the Father, the Mord, John 8. 7. 
aud the Holy Ghoſt; and that theſe Three are 
One: Ard alſo believe, that Chriſt was con- 
ceived by the holy Ghoſt, born ot the Virgin 
Mary, and that he wrought many wonder- 
ful Miracles, and ſuffered Death upon the 
Croſs, as he was Man (tor he could not die 
as he was God) and that he was dead and 
buried, and roſe again, and aſcended up to 
Heaven ; and that he is alſo come again by 
his Spirit into Men's Hearts; although a 
Man may believe all theſe great Truths, and 
all the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith ; all 
this will not entitle him to a Part in the King- 
dom of God, unleſs he come to live an Holy 
Life, for we read, that without Holi- 
neſs, no Man ſhall ſee the Lord. Thou Mr 
belizveſ}, faith the Apoſtle, there 


an - 
— 
— 
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1s one God, thou doſt well, the De- Jam. 2.19.20 


wils alſo believe and tremble, but wilt thou 
know, O vain Man, that Faith with. 


out Works is dead 7 for as the B. ay Ver. 28. 


without the Spirit is dead, ſo Faith without 
E 8 


— ; - - 
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Works is dead, he ſaith, ſhew me thI | 
Faith without thy Works, and I will ſhew 
thee my Faith by my Works, The Saints!“ 
Faith gave them Victory, and wrought | 
buy Love, to the purifying of their Hearts. 
I he practical part of Chriſtianity is too much 
wanting amongſt many of them, that profeſs 
= to be the Followers of Chriſt. To 
8 nm . 27. viſit the Widow and Fatherleſs in their 
4 Alſfliction, and to keep themſelves unſpotted 
{il from the World, is the Religion which will 
avail Men in a dying Hour. It is very good 
for choſe unto whom the Lord has opened his 
Hand wide, and bleſt with a plentiful Share 
of theſe low Things, to be full of Bowels of 
Compaſſion towards them that are in Want 
and Diſtreſs, and to ſtand up for the Right 
of the Widow and Fatherleſs, this is one 
part of true Chriſtianity; but to wrong and 
oppreſs the Widow and Fatherleſs, is tlie 
Reverſe of Chriſtianity; many not only 
amongſt us, and I hope, alſo amongſt other 
Societies, have ſo much of the Fear of God, 
that they hate this, the Scripture faith, har 
the Fear of God is to hate Pride and Arrogancy, 
and the evil Way, The more Men live in 
the Fear of God, there 1s the greater Hatred 
in their Hearts againſt ill Things, but ma- 
ny for Want of this, have fallen into very 
bad Company, and evil Things, whereby 
they have brought great Ruin and Con- 
tempt upon themſelves. Bad Company has 
been the Overthrow of many, my Son, 55 
FM the 


Ver. 1 8. 


(67) 
the wiſe Man, if Sinners entice thee, conſent 
not. The Enemyof Men's Happineſs, doth 
often make Uſe of ill Inſtruments to draw 
People into ill Things; and as many have 
been drawn into very wrong and ill Things, 
by keeping of looſe and bad Company; ſo I 


believe many have been greatly corrupted, 


through reading of corrupt and ill Books, fo 


that ſome from reading of Atheiſtical Books, 
have arrived to a great Degree of Atheiſm. 
But it is very profitable to read the Holy 


Scriptures, which proceeded from the good 
Spirit of God; as People read them in the 


| ſame Spirit from which they did proceed; 


and there are alſo a great many other good 
Books that are written by ſuch as did fear 


God, which do greatly tend to promote Pie- 
ty and Virtue, and are very profitable to 


be read. | 
Great Controverſtes have been, and yet 
are amongit the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, 


about Religion, one faith one Thing, and 
another another, ſo that I believe, many 


well minded Peopleare at a very great ſtand 
to know which is the right Way : Now the 
Apoltle Peter, by the Direct ion of the Holy 
Ghoſt, has told us, that God is no Re- - 
ſpecter of Perſons, but in every Nati- ee 


on, he that fears God and works Righteouſneſs 


is accepted with him. Now here are the Terms 
and Conditions clearly laid down, upon 
which Acceptance with God ſtands; and 
this is what we deſire all People may come 


668) 


to be found in the Practice of, that ſo all 


Bitterneſs and Envy one againſt another, a- 
bout Religion, might ceale and come to an 


End, that Truth and Righteouſneſs may 


flouriſh | in the Earth 


If all did but truly live in the Fear of God | 


as they ought to do, there would be a holy 


Harmony amongſt the Children of Men, and 
Love, Peace, Mercy, Truth, Juſtice and E- 


quity, would abound amongſt them; but 
tor want of this, how doth Strife, Envy, In- 
juſtice and Oppreſſion, abound even amongſt 


many of them, who protels to be the Diſci- 


ples and Followers of Chriſt. O that the 


Children of Men had it but in their own Ex- 


perience, what great Reward and Peace 
there is in living in the Fear of God, and in 
keeping of his Commands, then they would 
ſerve him with Pleaſure, for there is Peace 


and Comfort in obeying and ſerving the 


Lord, beyond what any are ſenſible ot. * 
cept thoſe that have it in their own F peri- 


cnce; ſo that I believe many pious and good 


people are thankful beyond what they can 


cxpreſs in Words, that they were prevailed 


upon to ſerve him. 


And ſucli are concerned in Heart, that] 
others might alſo be gained upon to ſerve ne | 


Lord, that ſo they right be traly happy; 

is for this End, that many of our bn 
gd Friends, have travelicd trom one Land 
aud Country to another, in Hazard ot their 
Lives, it is alſo upon this Account, that many 
EN 
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have appeared in Print, that if poſſible, 


they miglit be inſtrumental to gain upon the 
Children of Men, to fear and ſerve the 


Lord, for if Men obſerve a thouſand out- 
ward Obſervations, it they do not obey the 
Lord, they will not all render them accep- 
| table in his Sight. Samuel told Saul, that 


9 mg 922" 6; LN a, 


Obedience was better than Sacrifice, and 
to hearken to the Voice of God, was better 
than the Fat of Rams. 

When it pleaſed God to reach to the A- 
poltle Paul, and bring him to partake of his 


Love and Goodneſs, how did his Bowels 


yern for his Relations and Kinsfolks atter the 


.| Fleſh, that they might be gained upon to 
ſerve the Lord: And his Love {did not only 


reach to them, but to Mankind univerſally, 
for in his firſt Epiſtle to Timothy, he faith, 


I exhort that Prayers and Interceſſi- 
ons, &c. be made 
the Apoſtles laboured as in Chriſt's Stead, that 
Men might be reconcled to God: O what could 
a true Chriſtian, that hath the Mind of 
Chriſt, go through, that Men might be won 
upon to ſerve Gold truly, that ſo they might 


2 Cor. 5. 20. 


for all Men, and 


experience the Love and Goodneſs of God in 


| themſelves; for the Nature of the Love of 
| God is ſuch, that when it prevails in Men's 


Hearts, then they delire that others might 
come to ſhare thereof with them, as the 
good Man of old ſaid, Come, Taſte and 


ſee that the Lord is good, It is when Men are 


truly prevailed upon, by the Power of Di- 
VING 
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vine Love, that they come to be in Love] ce! 
with God, and to run the Ways of his Com- | co 
mands with Cheerfulneſs; for if there were] th 
no future Rewards and Puniſhments, that | ha 
Peace and Comfort which they enjoy, who ſh 
truly ſerve the Lord is very incouraging to] ih 
them therein. Friendly Reader, if thou be- kt 
lieveſt in the Death and Sufferings of the | Si 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who was crucited with- | w 
out the Gates of Jeraſalem, according as the | tc 
Holy Scriptures relate, let not this ſatisfy B 
thee, but be concerned that thou mayit | R 
know the Lord to bear Rule, and ſet up his | 
Kingdom in thy Heart, then will it be caſy 
for thee to do the Will of God, and keep his | 
Commands. And if thou haſt a Value and | 
Eſteem for the holy Scriptures, do not fati-- 
ty thy felf with only reading the Experiences 
of the holy Men of God, that ſpake what fa: 
{4.1 they were Witneſſes of, who knew a being | 
By - walhed by the Water of Regeneration, bur | 
1 2 ſeek that thou mayſt alſo come to the Expe- In 
rience thereof in thy ſelf. And if thou art | 
conſcientious for the outward Water-Bap- 
tiſm, and Bread and Wine, be careful thou | 
do not reſt in the outward Obſervations, 
ſhort of that inward and ſpiritual Baptiſm | 
and Communion which the good Chriſtians | 
 ofold witneſſed; that through the Enjoy- | 
ment thereof, thou mayſt grow beyond the 
Uſc ob the outward and viſible Signs: And 
as thou finds that ſome of old knew an over- 
coming of the Enemy of their Souls, and re- 
5 Ty FN ceiyed 
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(71) 
De | ceived Power to become the Sons of God, 
m- | conſider what Victory thou has gotten over 
ere | the Enemy in thy ſelf. And as ſome People 
hat | have been too inquiſitive how the Dead 
ho] ſhould be raiſed, and with what Bodies they 
to | ſhould come, let it be thy great Concern to 
be- | know thou art raiſed out of the Grave of 
the | Sin and Iniquity, that thou mayſt walk 
th- | with the Lord in newnels of Life, and live 
the | to his Praiſe and Glory, whilſt thou halt a 
sy Being here, that ſo thou mayſt attain to the 
yit | ReſurreCtion of the Juſt hereafter. 
his | As the Lord in his wonderful Love and 
aly | Mercy, has ſent the Son of his dear Love, 
his | the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to die for the Chil- 
ind | dren of Men, whilſt they were Enemies to 
ti-- [him I tenderly deſire that all may conſider 
ces [the great Love of God to them therein; and 
hat as he is the Fountain and Author of all the 
ing | Good that we receive, it is greatly to be de- 
bur | fired, that his long- forbearance, great Good- 
pe- neſs, and manifold Mercies extended to the 
art Children of Men, might engage them 
ap- to Care and Watchfulneſs, we 
hou read that the Long-ſuffering of Per 32 
ons, God waited in the Days of Noah, while the 
iſm Ark was preparing; and when | 
the Lord had long ſtriven with one & Ye 
them by his Spirit, and they would not be 
gained upon, then he deſtroyed 
them all, fave only eight Pertons 
ver- that were in the Ark. It is not long ſince 
the Peſtilence did very much prevail in 


Ver. 21.22. 
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Hiigb and Low Dutch, French and Spaniſh, te 
which he is referred. 
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France, by which many Thouſands were 


ſwept awa,, Now as the Lord has mer. 


cifully ſpared the People of theſe Countries, 
and the Britiſh Iles adjacent, in lengthning 
a Day of Mercy to them; I deſire that his 
. Goodneſs and long forbearance, may 
lead them to Repentance and Amendment of 
Life; for the Lord, as a tender Father, 
ſeeks to endear the Children of Men to him- 
felt, by his Kindneſs and Love. | 

And friendly Reader, that thou, and all| 
Men may be prevailed upon, to walk hum- 
bly with God, and live ſuch pious and holy 
Lives, that the great and good End for 
which the Lord has made Man, and given | 
him a Being upon the Earth, to ſhew forth 
his Praiſe and Glory, may be anſwered, chat] 
thou and they may be happy to all Eternity, 
is the ſincere Deſire of one of the People| 
called Quakers, | 


BENJAMIN Holme. 
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If the Reader deſires a more full and parti 


,cular Account of our Principles, there is ai 


Apology written by RogexT BIR CLA. 
which has been printed in Ezgliſh, Lat, 
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